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months in the district and as you’ll 
see from the various reports in this 
issue it has been a very successful 6 
months for the district.  From what I 
hear in the pub there will be no 
resting on laurels and I’m looking 
forward to another action packed 
edition in August. 
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2012 Channel Island District AGM & Striking Competition 
David Reeves 

 
It is the afternoon of Saturday 22nd September.  I am sitting contentedly in the Ship & 
Crown, reflecting on the 2012 Channel Island District AGM & Striking Competition, 
whilst sharing a pint of Liberation ale with the winning Jersey St. Marks bell ringers. 
 
The Dean, in his service sermon, described the AGM as a festival of ringing.  I like the 
colourful picture that term paints of entertainment and celebration (although we had 
no need for wellies and there were no sanitation issues).  It has been an enjoyable 
time for me, meeting new people, making new acquaintances and ringing bells. 
 
The weekend started off on Friday evening with a surprise major practice at the Town 
Church, followed by a first-rate meal at Les Cotils where the usual well practiced inter-
island banter between Jersey, Alderney and Guernsey ringers was entered into.  The 
complications of travel to Guernsey were chewed over, with particular attention paid 
to the safe arrival of the Striking Competition winners’ shield. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The morning of the AGM kicked off in two venues: practice / service ringing in the 
Town Church and a successful quarter of Pudsey at St. Peter’s (which I’m informed 
was very pleasant and seemed to put the judges in a good mood). 
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The Dean then conducted an excellent service with good wit (although he gave away 
too easily that he had been well briefed to keep the service short).  Then followed the 
draw for the order of competition, conducted by the Dean himself.  As chance often 
does, the draw threw up some interesting results with both Town Church teams and 
Jersey teams drawn together. 
 
After a pleasant lunch in the Town Church the judges retreated to their vantage point 
and it was down to the home team to begin proceedings.  The ringing from all ten 
teams was very competitive and the pleasant weather made the appreciation of the 
ringing all the more enjoyable. 
 
After the team from Vale brought the competition to an accomplished finale (“…with 
moments of excellence” said the judges) the AGM was efficiently conducted.  The 
current Chairman and Ringing Master were returned to office and a new Secretary 
and editor of Les Clôches were elected. 
 
 After the meeting was concluded it was down to the judges to announce the results of 
the striking competition.  In true X-factor style, results were returned in reverse order, 
excitedly building tension.  As already blurted out in the second sentence of this 
article, Jersey St. Marks were declared the winners.  The results underlined the 
competitiveness of the event, the top five teams being separated by only 13 points. 
 
The day was rounded-off superbly with a fine tea that consisted of an excellent 
selection of home-baked goodies and afforded more opportunity for all to discuss the 
results of the competition. 
 
So a thank you goes out to the accommodating hosts, the generous competition judges 
and everyone involved in making this an enjoyable time, especially those who 
travelled to Guernsey.   

DR 

 

 
The winning team from Jersey 
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Helen M McGregor 
 

It could be that securing good judges for our annual striking competition would be an 
onerous business not so I was delighted when my tentative enquiry of Alan Regin was 
met with an unequivocal ‘’Yes please’’. 
 
Alan has been Master of the Soc of Royal Cumberland Youths in 1987,88 & 89 also 
from1996,97 & 98. He recently co-ordinated the restoration of St Dunstan's in the 
West, Fleet St, London - raising 200K to re-install bells in that tower.  Alan Regin is the 
Steward of the Rolls of Honour, actively updating the Book of Remembrance in St 
Paul’s Cathedral – recording as much details as is known about all those ringers who 
died during WW I& II. Alan is the author of the articles you will have read appearing 
around 11th Nov in RW. He is always in the Cumberland 12 bell striking competition 
team. Alan has rung approx 4,700 peals with a huge number abroad and is famous for 
including many many many first pealers in his bands. 
 
Joanna Dorling has rung about 500 peals – 30 in the last year.  Jo was recently 
secretary of SRCY & has helped Alan with his work on the Rolls of Honour.  Jo gave 
valuable assistance to Alan in judging our competition 
 
I was delighted that in the end we had 10 teams taking part.  Some teams rang call 
changes, some plain hunt on 5 and of course some rang grandsire and some plain bob 
doubles – a very healthy mix.  Alan & Jo timed each competition piece and it was 
interesting to note that the slowest band (Ay A) – ringing the front 6 – were even 
slower than Town Church A ringing the back 6 
 
It was wonderful that Alan & Jo found something complimentary to say about 
EVERY team – even the team in 10th place (Ay B) were told they gave ‘the best 
treble signal of the day’. 
 
After a very enjoyable –if a little nerve wracking - afternoons ringing the teams were 
placed:  

 
1st St Mark’s, Jsy with 48 faults 
2nd Town Church A with 53 faults 
3rd St John’s, Jsy with 55 faults 
 
Then came Vale with 58, Alderney A with 63,  
Town Church B with 81, Forest with 86,  
St Peter’s A with 98, St Peter’s B with 100  
and Alderney B with 115. 
 
Well done everyone            HMMcG 
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An Email of Thanks to Jenny Rains and Her Reply 
Jane Le Conte 

 
Hi Jenny 
 
The ADM of the Channel Islands District of Bellringers asked me to write to you to 
express the district's thanks for everything you have done to make 'Les Cloches' such a 
successful and attractive publication.  
 
The newsletter is essential for keeping ringers in touch in a geographically spread out 
district as ours is , and the arrival of a new edition is always looked forward to. 
Therefore, we all much appreciate all the time and skill  you have put into producing 
it. You may like to know that Duncan Loweth from the Vale will do his best to fill your 
shoes. 
 
I hope that you are now settled into your new life on the mainland; having just 
watched 2 of my friends go through a similar process, I realise how stressful it can be! 
 
With very good wishes from all in the CI District 

JLC 

 
 

Jenny Rains 
 
Thank you all for your kind words. We are both missing the island and our Guernsey 
friends. I know Duncan will be brilliant editing Les Cloches, he is so very enthusiastic 
about everything. 
 
At the moment Steve has still been unable to get a job, age is definitely not on his side, 
although that should not be a factor, I think it is. We're renting a converted barn on the 
eastern edge of the Peak District in a small hamlet, just a couple of dozen houses and a 
pub. One daughter and our 2 grandchildren are just a hop away and that's lovely but 
our other children are in the south, it's always a tug whatever you do! 
 
We'll have to decide where we want to live long term and that really depends on a job 
happening or not, within a specific time period. So life is not settled just yet but it 
could be great fun getting there. 
 
Best wishes to Guernsey bellringers, 
 
Jenny  

JR 
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In Jersey recently there has been some discussion about ringing bells up and down in 
peal. The bells at both churches are routinely rung up and down before and after each 
practice and on Sundays. One of the ringers, the author of this piece, felt that the 
understanding of what was required was inconsistent and that a strategy was needed 
to improve the situation. He wrote down his thoughts on the subject and distributed 
them to the District Ringing Master and the Jersey ringers for their comments, many 
of which have been incorporated into the following article. The author invites your 
thoughts and observations on the subject. Please write to him at ‘Les Cloches’ or at 
herrissier@gmail.com 

 

Raising and Lowering in Peal 
Richard Herrissier 

 
The background 
 
In some parts of the ringing world, the raising and lowering of bells in peal are 
considered to be essential skills. In Devon and Cornwall, among the traditional ‘non-
scientific’ ringers, most pieces of ringing start with the bells being raised in peal and 
end with them being rung down in peal. In such places, the bells may not necessarily 
have stays, because they are rarely, if ever set. 
 
Among change-ringers like ourselves, raising the bells is often regarded as an 
uncomfortable necessity before ‘proper’ ringing can start, and lowering the bells is 
something to be got out of the way when the real business of change-ringing is over. 
In some towers, the bells remain permanently up and the skills of ringing up and 
down in peal are largely ignored. Some ringers, however, find the raising and lowering 
of bells in peal not only challenging but also very rewarding. As the speed of the 
ringing changes, so do the tone and the hum of the bells. It can be one of the more 
stimulating and moving aspects of our exercise. 
 
In many places there is no agreement, or even discussion about how the bells should 
be rung up and down in peal. Is your tower in the category of those that regard the 
matter as an inconvenience rather than as a rewarding part of our exercise? I would 
like to share with you some of the things I have observed and have been taught so that 
you can compare them with your current practice. Many thanks to the Jersey ringers 
who will recognise their comments in this article. The following assumes that we 
mostly ring up and down on six bells. 
 
 
Open and closed handstroke leads 
 
Consider for a moment the way we ring rounds. Ideally, the handstroke row consists of 
six evenly spaced beats followed by six evenly spaced beats at backstroke. The rhythm, 
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or the interval between the bells, is the same at handstroke and backstroke. However, 
in addition to the six beats at both strokes, we traditionally leave a gap equivalent to 
exactly one beat before every handstroke. This is called ringing with open handstroke 
leads. 
 
When raising and lowering the bells in peal, it is customary to omit the gap of exactly 
one beat which is normally left before the treble strikes at handstroke. This is called 
ringing with closed handstroke leads. The treble, and therefore all the other bells 
effectively ring one beat earlier at handstroke than they would if they were ringing 
with open handstroke leads. So, when we are ringing with closed handstroke leads, the 
effect is similar to dodging down one place at handstroke when compared with open 
handstroke lead ringing. The consequence should be that we put slightly more effort 
into the handstroke because the bell should rise at backstroke to dodge back up into 
place after the apparent dodge down at handstroke. Similarly, we should put less effort 
into the backstroke because the bell will not have to rise so far at handstroke. As the 
bells fall there is, however, less handstroke to pull, a problem to be discussed below. 
 
As part of lowering the bells in peal, ringers may be told by the treble ringer that this 
change of rhythm is about to happen by an instruction to ‘close handstroke leads’. 
Similarly when the bells have been raised in peal, the end of ringing with closed 
handstroke leads may be called by the ringer of the treble saying, ‘open handstroke 
leads next handstroke’. If no such calls are made, then the other ringers cannot know 
that the rhythm is about to change and there will be a number of defective rounds 
while they work out the new rhythm. They are required to do this as the pace of 
ringing is changing and it almost always leads to uneven ringing. 
 
In many towers, ringing up and down is a haphazard process and no such calls are 
made. In some towers there is an assumption (usually unstated) that closed 
handstroke leads will commence immediately after the treble ringer says ‘downwards’ 
or ‘lower away’ or ‘look to the fall’, etc. While ringing up, the commencement of open 
handstroke leads is something that the ringers of the other bells may be expected to 
recognise when the treble starts to do so unannounced. In some towers, the transition 
between open and closed handstrokes is a gradual one with consequent disruption to 
the ringing. (There are also other local variations across the ringing world, such as the 
tenor ringer declaring ‘stand’ when the bells are up, rather than the treble 
ringer.) 
 
 
Ringing up and down in peal 
 
Ringing down in peal is, in theory, a very simple procedure. After the treble ringer has 
given the instruction to lower, closed handstroke rounds are rung faster and faster. The 
bells swing lower and lower until the clappers only strike on one side of the bell. Then 
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rounds are chimed until the treble ringer instructs the band to ‘miss one’ and ‘catch’ 
after three more rows have been struck. By tradition the treble ringer counts the three 
rows out loud in ascending or descending order and then reminds the band to ‘miss 
one, catch and hold’, usually in either rounds or Queen’s. 
 
What then can be so complicated about ringing up and down in peal? There are a few 
difficulties which are not encountered when ringing bells to the balance. They are a) 
judging one’s position in a row which is speeding up or slowing down, b) correcting 
mistakes and c) the problem of the emerging or disappearing handstroke which brings 
with it the problem of d) managing a rope which is effectively developing a longer or 
shorter tail end. 
 
The convention seems to be that the pace of the lower or the raise is largely 
determined by the tenor ringer. The other ringers use their sense of rhythm to 
calculate their position in the row. They listen carefully and detect any miscalculations 
which they then correct. As with all other aspects of bell ringing, they use every 
weapon in their arsenal all the time. In addition to the feedback they receive through 
their ears, they can also see all the ropes. They can therefore both hear and see if 
there is a problem and begin to correct it. 
 
The notion that the pace of the lower or the raise is largely determined by the tenor is 
not universally agreed. Many ringers believe that because the treble is leading up, it is 
the treble ringer who determines the pace of the rise. If this is so, then the pace they 
choose must surely be limited by the tenor ringer, who, it is usually agreed, has the 
hardest physical task, especially while ringing up. Other ringers believe that the pace 
is determined by the ringer of the second. In this case, the ringing now depends on the 
consensus of three ringers, the treble, tenor and second. On six, this is half the band. 
Whatever you agree as a band of ringers, the old saying is always true, ‘there is no 
such thing as one good ringer’, you need a whole band of them and a band is only ever 
as good as its weakest link. In my experience over many years and many towers, the 
most successful strategy is to agree that the pace is set by the tenor. The treble shouts 
the calls, everyone knows what they should be doing and tries their hardest to do it. 
 
In order to ring even rounds with closed handstrokes, it is necessary to apply equal 
force to the handstroke and backstroke pull. There is an obvious problem when 
ringing down which is that the handstroke is getting shorter and shorter as the pace of 
the rounds increases and the bell rings down. Nevertheless, the ringer should pull the 
handstroke in for as long as there is any handstroke to pull. If the handstroke is not 
carefully controlled, the handstroke rows will tend to be slower than the backstroke 
rows, simply because it is easier to pull the backstroke, and the handstrokes will 
therefore rise higher than the backstrokes. When the handstroke effectively 
disappears, the ringer must be careful not to over-pull the backstroke or the bell will 
strike much earlier on one side than the other and the rounds will become uneven. 



10 

 

This, as in any other ringing, is deemed to be a bad thing. Similarly, as the bells are 
ringing up, the emerging handstroke should be controlled as soon as possible, not only 
to keep the rope under control but also to keep the handstroke and backstroke rows as 
even as possible. 
 
If the ringer is raising or lowering their bell at a different speed from the other 
ringers, they will hear the unevenness of the rounds and they will see that their rope 
is moving out of sequence. If they were ringing rounds with the bells fully up, they 
would be able to correct this either by one quick stroke or one pause at the balance 
before re-joining the rounds at the pace of the rest of the band. The problem while 
ringing up and down is that there is no balance at which to pause. If a bell gets out of 
place, then the ringer has to decide whether to ring a quick or a slow stroke to correct 
the mistake and then resume rounds at the same pace as the others. This involves 
three different speeds of ringing. The first one was the incorrect pace which had 
resulted in them getting out of place. The second is the quick or the slow blow to get 
back into the right place and the third is the pace at which they should have been 
ringing in the first place. This process of correction is easier on small bells than large 
bells but it is not actually that easy whatever weight of bell you may be ringing. It is 
however a skill the ringer must learn if they are to raise and lower in peal, unless, of 
course, they never make mistakes. 
 
What is the ringer supposed to do when things go wrong? Unless things have gone 
very badly wrong, they should try and identify the consensus speed. If the bell in front 
of them is in the wrong place, then they should perhaps try to ring in front of the bell 
behind them. They should observe and listen to the tenor and the treble, if they seem 
to be in the right place, the ringer should use their sense of rhythm to work out what 
their place in the row should be. Remember that correcting mistakes will usually 
involve two changes of pace. The first is to correct the mistake; the second is to re-join 
the consensus rhythm. Learners sometimes forget this and are surprised when they 
get back into the correct position that the rounds slip away from them just as quickly 
as they were found. 
 
 
Specific things about ringing up 
 
In some towers, it is conventional for the bells to join in the initial chimed rounds one 
after another, 1, 12, 123, 1234, 12345, 123456, 123456, etc. There are also towers 
where the bells are swung up a little in such a way that the bells do not strike until the 
treble ringer says ‘next’, at which point all the bells strike in the first round. It is hard, I 
have seen it done and it is very effective. Most towers seem to adopt the haphazard 
method that most of us follow for want of anything more structured, i.e., the treble says 
‘look to’, etc, and the bells chime in as soon as they can. 
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It is also conventional for the treble initially to ring up fairly quickly in order to get all 
the bells to sound at both strokes as soon as possible. This is done because the treble is 
looking and listening for something definite to lead off. The treble ringer cannot settle 
down until the tenor starts to strike at both strokes. 
 
As the bell gradually rises, the ringer must control the shortening tail end by slowly 
releasing the coils they have made. Once the bell has risen so far that the stay may 
touch the slider, it is essential that the ringer no longer has a coil of tail end in their 
hand – but loops must be released without any sudden alteration of length of effective 
backstroke. If the ringer suddenly lets out too much rope, they may briefly lose control 
and the rhythm may be disrupted. Gradual and unhurried adjustment of the rope is 
absolutely necessary. 
 
The next phase of the raise starts when all the bells have a handstroke to pull. Until 
that moment arrives, there is always a danger that the ringers will pull the backstroke 
too hard, with the result that the bell rises too high at the proto-handstroke. The 
consequence will be that the backstroke row will be faster than the row at the 
emerging handstroke. In order to ring even rounds on the way up, the handstroke must 
be brought under control as soon as is practicable. 
 
The final phase is when the bells are so far up that they can be stood without great 
effort. In some towers the transition to ringing with open handstroke leads is not 
made. In some, the transition is made gradually and/or without warning. In other 
towers, the transition is announced by the treble ringer who calls, ‘open them out next 
handstroke’, or something similar. When the transition is made, all the bells effectively 
move up one place at handstroke. Without a warning, the bells may find themselves in  
the wrong place, which is generally thought to be a bad thing. 
 
The commonest cause of problems seems to be the speed of the raise. The tenor 
should try to ring up fairly slowly and should try to avoid sudden changes of pace. If the 
tenor comes back down in order to accommodate the smaller bells who may be ringing 
too close together, the treble will have to follow the tenor down. The middle bells will 
then ring down to follow the treble and the tenor may have to ring down further in 
order to fit in. If the tenor rises too suddenly the treble will have to make a major 
adjustment and the middle bells can then easily crash into the bells in front, because 
they are suddenly too low. The tenor should therefore always be rung by an 
experienced ringer and the general rule should be that ‘the tenor is always right’. 
 
 
Specific things about ringing down 
 
If the rounds start with open handstroke leads, then there should be a common 
understanding about how the transition to closed handstroke leads is to be effected. 
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The commonest way is for the treble ringer call out ‘downwards’ or ‘lower away’. Less 
commonly, the ringers close the handstroke leads on the command of the treble ringer 
and then ring rounds at the same pace as before. The treble ringer then issues a 
separate instruction to start the fall in one of the conventional ways. 
 
The ringers should use their eyes and ears to keep reassessing the position of their 
bell in the row and to keep making fine adjustments when they perceive any 
unevenness in the rhythm. 
 
As the bells swing lower, the handstroke shortens and disappears. At this stage the 
same problem occurs as when passing though this phase while ringing up, i.e., the 
backstroke may be over-pulled and the handstroke may rise too far, resulting in 
unevenness. To keep this problem to the minimum, the handstrokes should be pulled 
for as long as there is any vestigial handstroke left to pull. 
 
As the bell gradually lowers, the ringer must control the lengthening tail end. If the 
ringer suddenly shortens the rope by taking in too large a coil, the bell may be 
prevented from rising enough at the following backstroke. The bell will strike too 
early and the rhythm will be disrupted. Gradual and unhurried adjustment of the rope 
is absolutely necessary. 
 
As they lower, the larger bells start to sound less loud at the vestigial handstroke until 
they only strike on one side of the bell. The smaller bells continue to strike at both 
strokes because they are swinging relatively higher than the back bells in order to 
strike at the same pace as the larger ones. This transition is the most difficult phase of 
the lower for all of the ringers. In some towers the difficulty is overcome by ignoring 
it. The bells continue to lower at the same slow pace as they have adopted hitherto. 
This may not necessarily be a bad solution. The transition from double clappering to 
chiming is extended, but that coincides with the loudest hum that the bells can emit. To 
some ears the effect is magical. In other towers, the treble ringer takes the end of the 
tenor’s double clappering as a signal to make the transition to chiming as quickly as 
practicable. They will sometimes announce this by saying something like, ‘down quite 
quickly now’, or they may simply expect the other ringers to follow them down at an 
accelerated pace. 
 
Chiming the bells in rounds is a skill to be learned like any other aspect of our 
exercise. The tenor should set the speed and stick to it until the catch. Because any 
small change in the speed of the tenor results in a much greater change in the swing 
of the treble, any sudden change in the tenor’s chiming speed can result in ugly clashes. 
 
By tradition the treble ringer announces that after a certain number of rows, a row 
will be missed and, in the row after the missing row, the bells will be caught and held. 
The treble ringer counts the rows out loud in ascending or descending order and then 
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reminds the band to ‘miss one, catch and hold’ usually either in rounds or Queen’s. 
 
The Queen’s change, 135246, is as popular now as it is said to have been in the 
sixteenth century. Tittums, 142536, is achievable on six, but bells 2 and 5 must be 
swung higher before the ‘miss’ 
 
(as should 2, 4 and 6 in Queen’s) and bells 3 and 6 should be swung even higher, as, in 
effect, they will have to ‘miss’ two rows. On five bells, weasel’s (1-4-23-5) is also 
considered amusing by some. 
 
The ‘and hold’ is an important (though often omitted) instruction designed to remind 
ringers that their bell should only sound once after the ‘missed’ row. If a bell is 
allowed to continue swinging, it may strike again. By common consent, this is deemed 
to be a bad thing. 
 
As with the raise, the tenor is, I believe, the key bell in establishing the pace. The tenor 
should try to ring down fairly slowly and should try to avoid sudden changes of pace. If, 
at any stage, the tenor goes back up in order to accommodate the smaller bells who 
may be ringing too far apart, the treble will have to follow the tenor back up. The 
middle bells will then have to ring up to follow the treble and the tenor may have to 
ring up even further in order to fit in. If the tenor falls too suddenly, the treble will have 
to make a major adjustment and the middle bells can then easily spread out because 
they are unexpectedly too high. The tenor should therefore always be rung by an 
experienced ringer and the general rule should be that ‘the tenor is always right’. 
 
 
A suggestion for practice nights 
 
In order to elevate ringing up and down from the status of an uncomfortable necessity 
before ‘proper’ ringing can start, or an inconvenience to be got out of the way when 
the real business of change-ringing is over, why not substitute one touch of change 
ringing with a practice lower and raise? Agree on the calls that are going to be made, 
‘closed/open handstrokes, next’, etc, ring the bells slowly down to the point where the 
handstroke is about to disappear for the back bells, then ring them slowly up again. 
Your less experienced ringers may then start to see that ringing up and down can 
share the high status that is afforded to other ringing and everyone can get some 
practice at what is, after all, a challenging exercise in striking, looking, listening and 
rope handling. 
 

RH 
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District Weekend November 23/24/25th – Guernsey & Jersey 
Helen M McGregor 

 
Helen, Peter & Stephen came over from Alderney on Friday in time for the 
major/triples practice at TC. By lucky chance Tim & Caroline Davis were on Gsy for the 
weekend – Tim & Caroline rang with Helen, Peter & Stephen in East London 25yrs ago 
– indeed Tim taught Helen & Peter their surprise major.  As you may imagine having 
our visitors boosted the weekend ringing considerably. 
 
At TC we rang some half courses and full courses of Yorkshire S Major (in preparation 
for Sunday’s peal attempt on Jsy), touches of Stedman triples, 3 leads of Kent TB Major 
and plain bob triples, sadly an attempt at Superlative came to grief.  Sue, Paul, Jane, 
Tim & John from TC made the rest of us- Phil & Duncan, Ay ringers and visitors – all 
very welcome – loved the tea, coffee & chocolates – many thx. 
 
It is always a pleasure to join St Peter’s practice after TC and this month was no 
exception – Phil’s band of recruits is doing exceptionally well – we rang grandsire 
triples and bob triples, rounds on 10 – all with smiles all round. Losing Jenny Rains 
back to the UK would have been a blow to their repertoire but good progress clearly 
being made – very well done to Phil and the rest of the band for absorbing and 
teaching all the mothers, daughters and sons, a fantastic achievement which will be a 
huge benefit not only to St Peter’s and Forest but to Guernsey and the entire District. 
In the pub afterwards we were able to most efficiently arrange 2 qtrs for the following 
day 
 
Saturday morning was Forest so Jack Page who flew in first thing was able to just hop 
over from the airport to join us. We rang bob doubles, Stedman doubles, bob minor, 
London & Cambridge. It is good to see Judith tackling bob doubles inside - won’t be long 
now before it’s mastered, Anne rang a touch of bob minor- very well done 
 
St Peter’s & Stedman caters was a triumph!! 2 plain courses rung very well indeed. 
Rounds on 10, grandsire triples, bob triples and of course more Yorkshire S Major (not 
long now till the peal). Many thanks to Anne for the tea and coffee – much 
appreciated. We happily squeezed in a qtr of grandsire triples – it only left time for a 
sandwich in the car en route to Vale but a price well worth paying – very well done 
Esme 
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St Pierre du Bois, Saturday 24 November 2012 in 45 mins 
Grandsire Triples 
1260 
1.Esme White 
2. Stephen A Rossiter 
3. Jack Page 
4. Helen M McGregor 
5. Duncan Loweth 
6. Peter J R Bevis 
7. Phil Le Conte (C) 
8. Timothy M Davis 
 
First on 8, 1 - 50th this year, 5 
 
At Vale John had to be dragged from his sick bed to re-attach the 5th rope as it was 
slipping – thanks John.  Mike joined us and we rang spliced London & Cambridge, 
Norwich, Double Court, a touch of plain, little & St Clements tapped along very nicely 
 
By checking in and then leaving the airport before flying to Jsy 
 
St. Marguerite de la Foret, Saturday 24 November 2012 in 38 mins 
1260 Doubles 2m, 600 Grandsire and 660 Plain Bob 
1. Fraser Wilkes 
2. Peter JR Bevis 
3. Jack Page 
4. Stephen A Rossiter 
5. Phil Le Conte (C) 
6. Helen M McGregor 
 
First away from cover, 1 
A very good quarter – very well done Fraser 
 
On Jersey we were wonderfully looked after by Peter & Jo Routier – providing 
accommodation for Helen, Peter, Stephen & Jack when 6 months pregnant is very 
much over and above the call of duty – many thanks Jo. Richard Herrissier came to 
Peter & Jo’s for handbells on Sat eve – we rang a plain course of DNCBM (a first in 
hand for Helen, Stephen & Jack), Oxford TB Major, spliced plain little and St Clements 
major, spliced plain little double and reverse bob major and finally a course of 
Gainsborough – I was glad I had managed a power nap on Joey! 
 
Sunday morning we were joined by Jane and Duncan so after service ringing at both 
St Mark’s and St John’s we caught hold for a peal at St John’s – success came 2 hrs 
49mins later 
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Winchester & Portsmouth Diocesan Guild, St. John in the Oaks, Sunday, 25 November  
2012 in 2hrs 49mins (7 cwt)    
5088 Yorkshire Surprise Major Composed by D F Morrison (no. 1947) 
1. Helen M McGregor 
2. Jane Le Conte 
3. Jack Page 
4. Peter J Routier 
5. Duncan R Loweth 
6. Peter J R Bevis 
7. Justin A Read 
8. Stephen A Rossiter (C) 
1st away from cover: 5 
For the feast of Christ the King.   
Rung by a Channel Islands district band in which all three islands were represented 
 
I was delighted our peal was a success – many thanks to all who agreed to take part, 
and a special ‘thank you’ to Stephen for conducting it. A peal provides an opportunity 
for the ringing to settle down into good strong rhythmical ringing, everyone has a 
chance to perfect their listening & striking and is invaluable in building ringing 
confidence – a hugely worthwhile endeavour. Going forward I plan to arrange peals of 
other surprise major methods and maybe even a surprise royal attempt. 

HMMcG 
  

2 first quarters in Alderney – both within 6 months of touching a rope 
Helen M MCGregor 

 

The Alderney band are absolutely delighted with their latest recruits – Aileen Wilson & 
Thursa Wilde. Both started together in early June and have taken to ringing like ducks 
to water. Benefitting from Thursday evening hand bell ringing in addition to Monday 
evening and Saturday morning practice at St Anne’s and an occasional Tuesday 
evening on the wombels the dynamic duo have each just scored a quarter peal. 
 
St Anne, Wednesday 14 November 2012 
1260 Plain Bob Doubles 
1 Aileen Wilson 
2 Helen McGregor 
3 Philip Maddocks 
4 Pamela Pearson 
5 Peter JR Bevis (C) 
6 Victoria McAllister 
First Quarter, 1  
 

St Anne, Wednesday 21 November 2012 
1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

      1 Thursa Wilde 

      2 Helen M McGregor 
      3 Philip Maddocks 
      4 Stephen A Rossiter 
      5 Peter J R Bevis (C) 
      6 Victoria McAllister  

First Quarter, 1  
 

What fantastic achievements – many congratulations 
HMMcG 
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Training Weekend 2012 – Final trip to Reading Nov 30th, Dec 1st & 2nd 
Helen M McGregor 

 

Following the tried and tested route of St Giles for general ringing on Friday afternoon, 
a quarter peal at St Mary’s and supper at Jenny’s, the 2012 CI training weekend got off 
to a great start. 
 
Saturday saw the 2 groups with plenty of helpers converge on Shiplake for bob doubles 
& Tilehurst for Stedman Triples & S Major. Extra curricula activity in the shape of a 
lunchtime quarter of 8 spliced at Tilehurst gave an added dimension to the day. 
Evening ringing was a quarter 4 spliced at Englefield. Once Reading football team had 
been beaten by Manchester United then all the ringers gathered at Jenny’s for Chinese 
takeaway, eating some of Duncan’s magnificent cake, handbells and back to Premier 
Inn for bed 
 
On Sunday we joined the local ringers for service ringing – first at Caversham then at 
St Mary’s. The final ringing of the weekend was on the easy 12 at St Lawrence’s. 
 
Huge thanks to all the helpers- we couldn’t have done it without you. Thank you also to 
Jenny for her magnificent hospitality, to June for the coffee and cakes at both Shiplake 
& Tilehurst, to Steve for leading the Tilehurst group, to John & June for their invaluable 
support throughout the weekend - fun and education in equal measure. Many thanks 
to the students for giving up their weekend – well done everyone 
 
Notable ‘firsts’: Judith rang bob doubles on a different bell, rang Cloisters and tried 
treble bobbing. Heidi & Anna rang bob doubles and tried treble bobbing. Too many first 
blows in method in Surprise group for everyone to get a mention but well done 
Philippa, Sue, Jane, Philip & Duncan 
 

Reading, Minster church of St. Mary the 
Virgin.   
Friday 30 November 2012 in 50mins (26) 
1264 Double Norwich Court Bob Major 
 
1 June A Saint 
2 June D Wells 
3 Jane Le Conte 
4 Helen M McGregor 
5 Jack Page 
6 Peter J R Bevis 
7 E John Wells 
8 Stephen A Rossiter (c) 
 
1st in method 3 & 5.    

Tilehurst, St. Michael 
Saturday 1 December 2012 in 45 mins (17) 
1280 Spliced Surprise Major (std 8) 
 
1 Jane Le Conte 
2 June D Wells 
3 Duncan Loweth 
4 Jack Page 
5 Kelvin Britton 
6 Stephen A Rossiter (c) 
7 Peter J R Bevis 
8 E John Wells 
 
1st spliced surprise major and 100th on 
tower bells: 3.   
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Englefield, Berkshire, St. Mark 
Saturday 1 December 2012 in 45 mins (8) 
1280 Spliced Surprise Major (4m C Y N R) 
 
1 June A Saint 
2 Jane Le Conte 
3 June D Wells 
4 Helen M McGregor 
5 Jenny Carter 
6 Duncan Loweth 
7 Peter J R Bevis 
8 E John Wells (c) 
 
1st Spliced S Major: 2 

 

 
Having arranged training in Reading in the late autumn of 2009, 10, 11 & 12 I feel it is 
time for a change! Assuming the augmentation of St Anne’s proceeds as planned then 
the training weekend in autumn 2013 will take place on Alderney.  
Format will probably be 2 hr sessions dedicated to a) Grandsire & Stedman Triples, 
b)Plain bob major, Kent TB Major, c) Grandsire & Stedman Caters, d) Surprise Major & 
e) Surprise Royal – spread out over Friday afternoon and Saturday. Maybe first 
peal on the bells on Sunday? The Wombels , handbells, tea & coffee will be available 
concurrently in the Methodist Hall. Students should be competent in touches of plain 
bob minor before attending. There will be many helpers coming over from Reading 
and I hope Guernsey and Jersey ringers will turn out in force as well.  

HMMCG 

 
Reading weekend 2012 

Jane Le Conte 
 
My overriding memories of my second Reading weekend (as they were after the first) 
was the hospitality and welcome shown us by the local ringers. They turned out in 
force to support whatever we wanted to ring, from call-changes to the dizzying 
heights of 8-spliced, and they did it with a smile and no small amount of patience! So 
to all who rang, encouraged and fed us – a huge thank you! 
 
After general ringing on Friday we were split into 2 groups for the serious business of 
Saturdays practice. Philip and Philippa from Alderney, Philippa's sister Sue, Duncan 
and I went off to Tilehurst where the practice was run by Stephen. 
 
Here we nominated what we wanted to ring – Stedman, Yorkshire and Lincolnshire 
being the main menu for the day. However, we hit a snag when the simulator 
steadfastly refused to co-operate in spite of several trips into the bell chamber to 
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tweak wires and kick things. A few phone calls established that we could ring the bells 
open for a short while - and so we did. More tinkering during coffee break proved 
successful, meaning that we could stay at Tilehurst instead of moving to another 
tower. 
 
Helen would have approved of the shortened lunch break which enabled Duncan to 
ring a quarter of 8- spliced S. Major, which he did in impressive fashion. The simulator 
did its best to foil the attempt when all went silent for a whole pull, and then came 
back with a fire-up that would have graced any special occasion! The band showed 
amazing sang-froid not to falter and a very pleasing quarter was scored, which was 
celebrated with a fine lunch provided by Duncan. 
 
The afternoon saw us consolidating the morning's work and we all came away feeling 
that we had made progress – if somewhat tired! 
 
There is no doubt that whatever your ringing standard, and whatever you aspire to 
ring, an opportunity such as this really moves your ringing on, and can rejuvenate 
enthusiasm. It does us all good to be stretched and to achieve - and to do it in pleasant 
and supportive company is even better! 

JLC 

 
In Memory of Roger Bailey 

Helen M MCGregor 
 
It is with great sadness that we learned of the death of Roger Bailey on 22nd January. 
Roger taught handbell ringing in the 1980's as half of the practice at Bow-in-the-road. 
Peter and I - along with countless others - were hugely indebted to Roger for his 
expert tuition 
 
Alderney, Channel Islands 
St. Anne 
Thursday 31 January 2013 in 48mins (13cwt) 
1260 Double Court Bob Minor 

1 Philip Maddocks 
2 Philippa Arditti 
3 Helen McGregor 
4 Pam Pearson 
5 Peter Bevis 
6 Stephen Rossiter (c) 

1st in method 2,4 & 6. 1st in method on tower bells 3 & 5. 
Arranged and rung in memory of Roger Bailey. 

HMMcG 
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Puzzle Page 
Answers to these puzzles will be published on the district website cibells.com in 
March. 

 
 

Method Anagrams 
 
 

Liar Bonbon Imp  
 
 
 

Brag Medic 
 
 
 

Broken Belt Bet 

Method Maze 
Move from the left to right edge of the maze with vertical 

and horizontal steps only spelling out bell methods. 

B S M A J T S P L S B B V E T F 

J D I D I N G C A A O Y N B O B 

L W X U A S L W C E D F R E Y V 

M Q W F N W L S D E R I D L B W 

S T E Q G M A U Q N F N O G E V 

G I D S P R T T C I G I R Z R N 

N V M X B L R U U N A L O R T O 

Y I A X U E C O O B J F X R D S 

S M N D O I C B D B F W F O T W 

  
 
 

The following write-up of a outing was sent to the editor of a district newsletter.  The 
editor spotted a theme to their day’s ringing and after a quick google search smiled as 
he copied the report into the next issue.  Can you see it? 
 

A group of keen ringers and I went on an outing to an island off the Kent coast 
with three towers of six bells.  The day began at Queenborough where we rang 
touches of Stedman.  Everybody Hunting on 6 was excellent practice for the least 
experienced ringers.  Erin was called for next and was rung with reasonable 
success.  The short drive to the next tower gave a welcome opportunity to revise 
Primrose surprise minor which was rung at Eastchurch followed by Plain bob 
doubles and more Erin.  A welcome lunch was devoured at The Playa pub before 
joining the local band at the Minster for some general ringing after which 3 of 
our number stood in for a quarter peal of York surprise minor with the locals.  
The rest of us went back to the pub for a pint of beer (or two!).  All in all a very 
successful and enjoyable trip! 
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Use the clues and the grid to work out which person rang each method in which 
tower and for how long. 
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Sally             

John             

Anthony             

Diana             

Tower A         

Tower B         

Tower C         

Tower D                  

Touch         Method Length Tower 

Quarter      Sally    

Half Peal      John    

Peal      Anthony    

      Diana    

 
1. Tower B has 5 bells 
2. John plain hunted for 3 hours 
3. Anthony rang Plain bob, longer than a touch 
4. Diana rang at Tower D 
5. The half peal was rung at Tower B 
6. The person ringing Stedman Rang at Tower D 
7. Sally rang a Quarter in either Tower A or B 
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New District Website – cibells.com 
Duncan Loweth 

 
A new district website has been established at cibells.com.  I see the main objectives 
as providing up to date contact information for towers and details of ringing times and 
district events.  Primarily to make it easier for visitors to see what is available in the 
Channel Islands and to make contact I also want the website to be useful to members 
of the district and provide encourage would-be learners to make contact and have a go. 
 
The site is very much in its infancy at the moment and I will be very grateful for any 
content volunteered.  Particularly photos of the churches or other suitable images to 
use for the top of each page, and short (two paragraph) backgrounds to each tower. 
 
If anyone in the district is familiar with WordPress and would like to be involved with 
the management of the site please let me know. 
 
Many thanks to Peter Bevis for hosting the site, allowing it to be run at no charge to 
the district. 

DL 
 

All the Best Maurice 
Helen M McGregor 

 
The Alderney band wished Maurice Stupart 'all the best' on Sunday Jan 20th. Maurice 
is off to Southampton for heart surgery on Jan 21st and has been told he can lift 
nothing heavier than a kettle for the next 2 months while recovering from his op.  Of 
course that will take Maurice into our bell-free period but we look forward to 
welcoming Maurice back to ringing when our new bells have been installed in June. 
 

HMMCG 
 

Calendar of events  
 

Jan 26th  District Day Gsy 
Feb 23rd   District Day Gsy 
March 23rd  District Day Gsy 
Apr 27th   District Day Gsy 
May 25th   Spring Meeting Gsy (was Ay but probably no bells) 
June 22nd   District Day Gsy 
July 6th   Guild AGM - Jsy 
July 27th   District Day Gsy (but if Ay have their new bells it will be on Ay) 
Aug 24th   District Day Gsy 
Sept 21st   ADM - Jsy
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Les Cloches de Pâques  - The Easter Bells 
Duncan Loweth 

 

Easter to me means many things.  The resurrection of Christ being the most 
important, but the school holidays and chocolate Easter eggs coming in close second 
and third.  As a child I remember receiving copious amounts of chocolate from the 
Easter bunny, but now I’m a grown-up he doesn’t deliver eggs to me anymore and I 
have to resist the temptation in the supermarket to load the trolley with treats which, 
although enjoyable, will only result in the extra expense of purchasing new trousers 
with a larger waist band.   
 

Getting to know my new, French, housemate we are discussing our various hobbies 
and I briefly mention bell ringing.  Remembering the habit we campanologists have 
for talking longer than we should about our exercise I try not to go into too much 
detail, but feel I must ask what he knows of French bell ringing as it may make an 
interesting article for Les Cloches.  He tells me, not about ringing in France, but the 
Easter tradition told to children.   
 

On the evening of Maundy 
Thursday (Jeudi Saint) the bells 
stop ringing and are not heard 
again until Easter Sunday.  This is 
not, as you may have though, 
simply because nobody goes and 
rings them, but rather it is 
because wings suddenly appear 
on the bells and all the chimes in 
France fly away to Rome.  There 
they are blessed by the Pope and 
collect as many Easter eggs, 
chocolate bunnies and bells as 
they can carry which, as they fly 
back to their towers early in the 
morning on Easter Day (Le Jour 
De Pâques), they scatter across 
the gardens and yards of the 
French towns.  The bells ring out 
their joyous song waking the 
children who excitedly collect and 
devour the chocolaty goodies. 
 

Whoever is bringing you your Easter eggs this year, bunny or bells, I hope you enjoy 
the holiday.  The Lord has risen.  He has risen indeed!  Amen 

DL  
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School Carol Services 
Joe Berry 

Brent (year 8), Alex (year 8), Bailey (year 8), Joe 
Berry (year 8), Finlay Wilkes (year 7) and Frasier 
Wilkes (year 10) rang at the year 10-13 carol 
service held in the Town Church. They only rang 
at Town Church because St James does not have 
any bells. We had a practise during period 2 
Wednesday 12th December. We rang all eight 
bells. We rang called changes for the most part 
but at the end we rang plain hunt doubles. 
 

The day before Alex, Bailey and Brent rang at town church for the first time. Finlay 
Frasier and I had ringed at town church several times before once being in a 
competition. The bells in the town church are the heaviest in the island. The lightest 
bells being in forest church. 
 

A big thank you goes to the experienced ringers who helped at the practise and the 
evening service.  And an extra thank you for Mr Loweth for organising and teaching 
the newest ringers.           JB 
 

Joe Allen 
 

In September last year Duncan had started up a Ringing practice on Tuesday for some 
Elizabeth college students who wanted learn the art of Bell ringing, which I am pleased 
to say they have stuck to it and wanting to continue, and they have managed to get 
through rounds and call changes and now starting to ring plain hunt.  After seeing that 
the College lads getting on really well I wondered about getting some new St 
Sampson's high students interested which at first didn't work so I then got the Head of 
Creative Arts to try to get some students and she did! 
 

After we had some youngsters interested we had to decide on how we were  going to 
teach the students how to ring so I then asked Duncan about ringing on another day as 
there were too many to join the college students.  So once we had thought of a day we 
had to make sure that the bells were available and that we had enough pro ringers 
available to run the practice.  I then got back to Sarah Tennant, the head of Creative 
arts at St Sampson's, to try to get the first practice underway, but unfortunately the 
first lesson didn't go as  planned as only one student turned up, so me and Duncan 
hoped that it will be better the following week and guess what? It was even better 
than thought because 7 students turned up and we had a band.  
 

After several lessons, Chloe, Holly, Remi, Elaine, Caitlin, Chris and Demid, were just 
about able to handle the Bell by themselves, but not well enough to ring rounds.  So we 
had decided that to be on the safe side of things that we would have two of the students 
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in at a time with them ringing the backstroke and the Grown up ringing the hand 
stroke.  
 

The St Sampson's high carol service has now arrived, and with the students a bit 
nervous we managed to settle their nerves and got them on the ropes and started the 
evening by ringing rounds and call changes followed by, Rounds, Queens, a 60 of Plain 
Bob Doubles and Rounds and call changes and then reverse up.   
 

On Behalf of Duncan and all the St Sampson's high students and the college students a 
HUGE thank you to all who helped with the practice sessions and who rang for the 
Carol services of the two schools last year and your help will never be forgotten. 

JA 

4th weekend practices in Guernsey 
Jane Le Conte 

 

The February practice will be on Friday 22nd and Saturday 23rd with general ringing 
on 8 at the Town Church from 4.30 – 6.30 on Friday. Saturday morning ringing will be 
at St Peters, concentrating on Cambridge S Major from 10 -11 am followed by general 
ringing on 6, 8 and 10 bells from 11.00 – 12.00. The afternoon will be set aside for 
quarter attempts, or a specific practice for 1 or 2 individuals to 'crack' a method. Only 
Helen will be visiting from Alderney for this practice. 
 

In March, we will have no visitors from Alderney – though it would be great to 
welcome Jersey ringers – and not just this month of course! So, please have a think 
about what you would like to ring and let Jane know, so we can put together a day that 
will be useful. 
 

The April meeting will be attended by 6 visitors, so we have planned to make the most 
of this. You also have lots of notice to do some homework in order to get the most out 
this opportunity! Once again, should any Jersey ringers wish to take advantage of this, 
we should be able to provide you with accommodation. 
 

Ringing will be as follows: 
Friday26th   Town Church: Surprise Major – Cambridge, Yorkshire and 3 leads of 

Bristol 
Saturday 27th,  St Peters 10.00 – 11.00 Quarter peal of Surprise Royal (probably 

Cambridge) 11.00 –12.00 Grandsire and Stedman Caters, Kent Royal. 
There will be general ringing in the afternoon at Town Church (13.30 -1500) and the 
Forest (15.30 – 17.00). 
 

Do try to come at some time during the weekends; it's a great opportunity to move 
your ringing on, not just by trying new methods but also by improving striking and 
that doesn't just benefit you, but your tower and standards in the district. ( Oh – and 
we have fun too!)                  JLC
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Town Church Ringing tour to the Lake District  
– or the land of tall ringers! 

Nicky David 
 

When a group of Town Church ringers and friends made a tour of twenty towers in the 
Lake District last October, we decided that a lot of the local ringers must be rather tall. 
The majority of the ropes had exceedingly short tail ends; even Mike Bubb had to use a 
box at Hawkshead, (and he wasn’t ringing the tenor!) In addition, the coat pegs in 
many of the towers were placed so high up the wall that some of us needed to climb 
onto a seat to reach them.  
 
This “quirkiness” is of course one of the attractions of visiting new towers; no two are 
the same, some are easy to ring, others more difficult, some nice sounding and others 
frankly awful. Having been asked to write about the towers rather than the ringing, I 
will give a generalised overview with examples, rather than a detailed description of 
each one. 
 
Fourteen ringers, plus three “hangers on” 
enjoyed a long weekend of ringing and 
socialising. We were based in the very nice Swan 
Hotel at Newby Bridge at the Southern end of 
Lake Windermere, from where we made our 
daily tours in a minibus and two cars. We were 
blessed with good weather and the scenery was 
stunning, especially with all the Autumn colours. 
In ecclesiastical terms, many of the Churches 
were relatively modern, having been built in 
Victorian times. They were all built of local stone and mostly had very large solid 
towers. Only two of the twenty towers visited were ground floor rings - climbing up to 

the other ringing chambers went a small way towards 
counteracting the large number of calories which we 
consumed during the excellent meals eaten during the trip, 
as most of them were accessed up spiral staircases. These 
in themselves were interesting as they tended to get 
narrower and narrower as one got near the top, so that 
one was in danger of getting wedged in the passageway, 
especially if carrying a back pack. At Milnthorpe, the 
ringing chamber was accessed by going up a staircase to a 
large gallery and then climbing a short metal ladder off the 
gallery into the tower. A more challenging ladder was the 
long wooden one which provided access at Crosthwaite. 

Broughton in Furness 
 

Kirkby in Furness 
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Another local custom was the provision of numbered 
ringing mats. At Crosthwaite, numbers had been hand 
drawn in ink, but Heversham and Dalton in Furness 
had purpose made woven ones. This meant that there 
was no problem in working out which bell was which 
before ringing up, a useful hint for visitors which 
evoked fond memories for some of us who had taken 
part in a Guild striking competition in the Isle of Wight 
some years before! 

 
 
 

Of the twenty towers, there were eleven 
sixes, six eights, two tens, and one twelve. 
The latter was the twelve hundred weight 
ring at Broughton in Furness, where there 

is sadly no local band. The original 1900 eight had been augmented to ten in 1980, 
and the final two added in 1993 and 1994. Presumably there must have been a strong 
band to warrant the augmentation twenty years ago, but one wonders if in retrospect 
this was a wise decision, as the bells are now silent on Sundays. Maybe the prospect of 
learning on a twelve is off-putting to learners? 
 
It appeared that quite a number of the visited towers had no local band. Some belfries 
were “established” ones with numerous peal boards and notices, and had a well cared 
for look. Others were quite neglected. We were reminded of our good fortune in the 
Channel Islands, having the maintenance of the church buildings and upkeep of the 
bells supported by the ratepayers. Some towers had obvious damp problems with 
badly blistered plaster and algae growing on the walls. (The lime green paint work in 

Heversham belfry matched the algae 
and I wondered if this was 
deliberate!) A few peal boards and 
notices were of particular interest. 
 
In Hawkshead tower there is a record 
that “on 11th March 1995 25,200 
Grandsire Triples were rung in 13 
hours 3 minutes, the greatest 
number of changes yet rung on 
Church bells” (Having looked on 
“Bellboard” this record appears to 
still stand.) 

Dalton ringing mats 
 

Heversham ringing mats 
 

Hawkshead 
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At Broughton in Furness there is a list of rules dating from 1900. Rule 13 reads “Any 
member appointed to ring on Sunday and absenting himself without providing a 
substitute shall pay a fine of 6d. [equivalent to 2 ½ p]. A fine of 2/- [10p] shall be paid 
for breaking a stay.  
 
Another belfry rule dated 1867, which is displayed in Cartmel tower reads:-  

“If you come here to ring a bell, 
With hand and ear you must ring well; 

Should you your bell to overthrow, 
Twelve- pence you pay before you go; 

If we for you the changes ring, 
You must to us a shilling ring, 

And six-pence too without demur, 
If you appear in hat or spur. 

And if above you choose to go, 
You six-pence pay or stay below.” 

 
In Kendal Church there was a painted board 
depicting ringers, reputed to be a former pub sign.  
A copy hangs in the upstairs ringing chamber. 
 
It was at Kendal that as we were ringing a course 
of Plain Bob caters, an out of breath local 
clergyman appeared in the doorway to ask why we 
were ringing as he had had complaints from the 
neighbours. It transpired that although we had 
evidence of permission to ring, and a written 
“Welcome to the Guernsey ringers 9.30am” on the 
Tower notice board, the local ringers had forgotten 
to inform the Vicar! He normally gives advance 
notice to residents and offices in the vicinity of the 
Church if ringing is to take place outside normal 
hours, hence the complaint. 
 
He was quite happy for us to carry on once he realised that that would not be for 
much longer. However, it reinforced my belief that one should ring at the highest 
standard possible and within the capability of the band when visiting “foreign” towers, 
and that ringing tours should not be used to practise new methods or exercises. As 
guests we need to ensure that we do not cause difficulties for the local ringers 
especially where there may be some conflict between them and 
the local residents.  
 

Kendal painting 
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One Church which deserves special mention is 
Cartmel, being all that remains of a former priory. 
The top of the large tower is at a 45o angle to the 
portion lower down. The ringing chamber is reached 
by a short staircase up through from the inside of the 
Church, then 89 steps up a spiral staircase, then 
across the roof into the tower. The ringing chamber 
is enormous with a clock case at the end and the area 
for ringing in the centre. This houses an array of 
thick beams, metal poles, and boxes which caused 
significant obstacles when ringing the bells.  
 

Some bells were rung in front of, 
and some behind, the beams. The 
bells are an 11 cwt six which 
seem heavier due to their being 
very oddstruck and difficult to 
ring. (However the local ringer 
who met us was so eager to relate 
Cartmel’s history, and show us 
various features, that we had to 
politely “cut him short” or we 
wouldn’t have had any time to 
ring at all, as we had to finish 
promptly as we were ringing for 
Evensong. It was a shame that we didn’t have time to explore the main Church more as 
it is obviously fascinating and would be well worth a return visit. There was a case of 
relics at one side, one of which was a 18th century umbrella used to shelter clergymen 
when taking graveside services! 
 
The first tower on the final day was another example of where Channel Island ringers 
should count their blessings. The 18cwt bells were in a poor state of repair and there 
are no local ringers. The bells are very hard work to ring, the bells “drop” and the 
frame moves during ringing. A concern that the treble was catching on something 
turned out to be a noise caused by a loose clapper. Needless to say, we found it difficult 
to strike these bells well or to achieve very good ringing. The chamber was poorly lit 
by one low watt light bulb, and we wondered how ringers would manage in the hours 
of darkness. As we were walking through the village later, we met the local incumbent 
who enquired if the bells were “OK”. We suggested they needed some maintenance 
and he was most alarmed by the prospect of any costs which would be incurred. We 
advised him to ask for a survey to be done by the local Guild, which ought to be free, 
and to seek their advice. 

Cartmel 
 Cartmel 
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Two other curiosities we came across during our tour are worth mentioning. The first 
was a fountain in Milnthorpe where a plaque explained that “……The protecting stones 
were placed here in 1880 after Miss Rawlinson fell in the fountain when returning 
from Evensong. In 1941 the fountain was concreted over after a circus elephant 
slipped and hurt herself……..” 
 
The second oddity was the herd of decorated rhinoceroses present in the annexe off 
the nave of the Church at Dalton in Furness. In Guernsey we have had parades of 
painted donkeys and cows; presumably in Cumbria, they go on Safari! 
 

 
Dalton Rhinoceroses 

 
As usual, the Town Church ringers organised a superb trip and our thanks go to them, 
especially Sue and Paul, for all their work in making the arrangements. Our thanks to 
Peter too for driving the minibus. 

ND 
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Town Church Outing to the Lake District 
Cathy Bubb 

 

There was no hesitation when I was asked if I would like to go to the Lake District on 
the bell-ringers tour last October as that is one of my favourite places to visit. It may 
seem a little strange to do this when not able to actually take part in the ringing, that 
being the reason for going but, having been on previous tours I knew that a good time 
would be had by all. 
 

We had hired a van from Manchester airport in which the majority travelled with a 
few of the others travelling by car. Our sat-nav was called Lucy and provided some 
merriment when her instructions were ignored and could be heard quite often saying 
“ re-calculating....re-calculating......” 
 

The scenery en route was spectacular at 
that time of year, the different colours of 
the trees breath-taking. We started the 
tour in very good weather which was an 
added bonus and added to the 
experience. 
 

The itinery was very busy, covering 
several towers each day so we didn’t 
have long between each ring to explore 
the surrounding area but we made the 

most of it.  I was one of three non-ringers (Lin Lawrence , Steve Parks and myself) this 
time, each of us filling in the time in different ways, sometimes together and 
sometimes by ourselves . Several towers visited were in towns or villages with a tea 
or coffee shop close by and the three of us made good use of these facilities! 
 
Lin was very interested in the history of the churches visited and found many leaflets 
affording many snippets of interesting information about the church and former 
congregation members. The graveyards were explored as well , some gravestones 
being very old providing a lot of detail about the “occupant”. Some of course were very 
sad with some families losing several children at an early age and of course many 
young men dying in various wars. Such was life in those days. 
 
Steve was the advance guard, checking in at the various pubs and restaurants where 
we were due to eat and drink – a very important part of a ringing tour! 
 
I filled in my “waiting “ time quite happily exploring the churches and surroundings 
and when time permitted sitting in the sun. I even managed to finish knitting my 
grand-daughters a scarf each, one of those frilly lacy things which are quite 
fashionable at the moment apparently! The girls were delighted with them. 
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One of the nicest things about the tour was meeting the locals – people and animals! 
I met one old lady who struggled up quite a steep hill to one of the churches in order 
she told me to visit her daughter’s grave which of course was very sad. She then 
proceeded to tell me that she had also lost three husbands, her son had persuaded her 
to sell her house, move to a home, then he had died and now her daughter-in-law and 
grandson only wanted her for her money! Not sure how much was entirely true, but I 
lent a listening ear all the same.  
 
Another person I met was when I was despatched to buy thank you cards for the 
organizers of the tour in Bowness. I espied a post office close to the church so made 
my way there, duly chose the cards and then joined quite a long queue to pay. In front 
of me was an elderly gentleman who saw me holding thank you cards. He then started 
a conversation with me on how thank you isn’t said very much these days by the 
younger generation etc. He was a very nice chap and practically told me his life story, 
including how he had studied art in Italy as a young man and finished off by saying 
goodbye and “grazie mille” – thanks a million. 
 
Another chap I spoke to was in an electric wheelchair and lived in a residential home 
next door to the church. He had a dog on a lead attached to the wheelchair and was” 
taking him for a walk”. When we explained who we were, he said the only good thing 
about the bells was that they eventually stopped! 
 
Towards the end of our tour some of us stayed on for an evening meal at a very nice 
pub in Hawkeshead. Whilst waiting for the ringers to finish I explored the village and 
met “Vivienne” – a delightful little Staffi puppy on her first outing.  She ( and her 
owner) were met by a group of village ladies with their dogs, all of whom were very 
interested in the newcomer, ladies oohing and aahing and dogs doing the usual 
sniffing of the nether regions! Was a delight to watch. The Lake District is an area very 
popular with dog owners as most pubs/hotels welcome dogs and don’t seem too 
bothered by health and safety! 
 
All in all as a non-ringer I had a very good time and look forward to the next tour. 

CB 
 
Recollections of Bellringing in Cumbria 

Rene Batiste 
 

The route, the churches, the timetable, the accommodation had taken many months of 
work for Sue and Paul.  Peter – in charge of mini-bus driving – had meticulously 
programmed ‘Sally satnav’ to guide us.  As Jane and Judith had organised a per-order / 
pre-payment system for daily lunches, to avoid delays at lunchtimes.  So on a Saturday 
morning in late October a party of just under twenty left Guernsey on the early 
morning flight to Manchester, for a 4-day bellringing trip to Cumbria. 
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On arrival we collected our transport and headed northwards through Lancaster and 
into Cumbria.  Our ringing desinations for today were mainly to the south-east of Lake 
Windermere.  Of the five rings organised for today, four had rings of 6 with weights 
between 9cwt and 13cwt – so a quite comfortable range for the first day! 
 
The first ring at Beetham was followed by a very welcomed hot lunch at a nearby 
Hotel.  Then, well-refreshed, we moved onto Muluthorpe, followed by Heversham and 
then Crosthwaite.  All these bells were comfortable to handle and gave us good ringing 
in very interesting ancient churches.  The final ring of the day was at Flookburcg, a 
slightly heavier ring of 8-16cwt. This church was a little more modern having been 
built just over 100 yrs ago on a new site and having no stonework linked to earlier 
centuries. 
 
In the early evening, weary, but having enjoyed an excellent day, we checked into our 
hotel at Newby Bridge at the southern tip of Lake Windermere for a 3-night stay. 
On Sunday morning we left the hotel at 9.30am (a not too early start!)  Today we were 
visiting six churches, mainly in the SW of Cumbria – the coastal “Furness” area.   
St George’s at Mullom was the first – a church built in the 1870s with a tall elegant 
spire.  Its bells were a ring of 6, the 13cwt tenor has been cast at the time the church 
was built, the rest in the 1920s.  The next stop was St Mary’s at Broughton-in-Furness, 
our first and only ring of 12.  With a modest weight of 12cwt we enjoyed out ring on 
these! 
 
Lunch had been ordered at a pleasant pub not far from the church,  After lunch we 
were to visit Kirkby, Dalton, and Ulverston, all churches with origins many centuries 
in the past.  Their rings were a good selection of numbers and weights – the heaviest 
being at Dalton – a 21cwt ring of 10.  The Dalton church was also quite an unusual 
sight – built of sandstone, it had red and white chequered decorative stonework 
around the top of its high square tower and external walls. 
 
Our last visit in the late afternoon was to Carmel Priory, an impressive-sized building 
which had suffered greatly during the times of Henry 8th religious reforms.  Here we 
enjoyed an 11cwt ring of 6, all cast in, or after, 1932.  The priory also had an extra four 
very old bells which could be used to make another, heavier ring of 6. 
 
On Monday morning we left the hotel at 8.45am to drive north-eastwards to Kendal, to 
a 23cwt ring of 10.  Holy Trinity, Kendal, is an impressive-sized building with an 80ft 
high square tower.  The ringing chamber was large but the ropes dropped very close 
to the walls, so spectators found it quite difficult to ‘perch’ out of the way, and ringers 
(on some bells) needed to position themselves carefully to avoid scraping knuckles on 
the wall! 
 
From Kendal we drove back towards the lake to Bowness-on-Windermere, to a 
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pleasant 11cwt ring of 8. 
 
The remainder of our visits today would be in the very hilly walking / hiking 
countryside to the north-west of Lake Windermere.  Langdale was next, which 
commanded a high position with the peaks of the Cumbrian Mountains a short way 
beyond.  Here we enjoyed a comfortable 8cwt ring of 6. 
 
Lunch of rolls and sandwiches was ordered at a small pub at Elterwater – a very busy 
pub, crammed with walkers and their canine companions!  But trade was brisk and 
fast moving so it didn’t take too long to find limited, but sufficient seating space. 
After lunch we drove to Brathay Church.  The site of this church was my favourite of 
the whole trip.  In an area of the hillsides lightly wooded with small slender trees, it 
stood on its own hillock above the road, among the trees and was built in an unusual 
Italianate style.  It had a light easy ring of 6, and the whole palace had enormous 
charm. 
 
After Brathay we tackled something much heavier – Ambleside with its tall ornate 
spire has a 32cwt ring of 8 – which are not only recognised as an extremely fine ring, 
but are also one of the heaviest rings of 8 in the UK. 
 
Following our “weighty” experience, our final ring that day was a very light 8 at 
Hawkshead.  Here the Hawkshead Tower Captain suggested that if we stayed and had 
supper in the village we could then go to his practice that evening! (- he was very 
short of ringers!!) Most decided to stay and we had a very enjoyable evening. 
Tuesday was our final day.  After checking out of the hotel after breakfast we drove 
south through Cumbria on our way back to Manchester Airport.  Our ringing today 
was at three churches in Lancashire, wach a short distance off the M6. 
 
South of Lancaster, Scorton St Peter was our first stop, a church built in the second 
half of the 1800s.  A long dark climb up stone steps took us to the ringing chamber 
where there was very little day light and we discovered that good electric light was also 
in short supply!  It also took some time to work out if we had adjusted enough leavers 
to get the bells going coerrectly! – Although the church building itself is noted for its 
fine wood and stone carvings, and decorative paintings – the bells and ringing 
chamber seemed to be somewhat neglected, and in deperate need of some T.L.C!  It 
was an 18cwt ring of 8, but very lumpy and difficult to handle. 
 
Out penultimate was at Churchtown, listed in ‘Doves’ as Gavstang St Helens (-due to 
ecclesiastical boundaries having been moved).  Here was a pleasant ring of 6.  Lunch 
had also been arranged at Churchtown, conveniently almost next to the church.  We 
had been offered a ‘good value’ two-course meal which most of us had ordered ( - we 
were taking life a bit more leisurely today! -) The food was excellent but the portions 
were enormous! – and lunch took a long time.  ( - But later in the day we would be 
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pleased that we had been so well fed earlier!!) 
 
The final ring was at Goosnargh, just north of Preston.  This was a pleasant 
undemanding light ring of 6, in a very old square – towered church, dating from the 
Middle Ages, and much-restored in the centuries since. 
 
Then it was on to Manchester Airport in time for a 5pm check-in.  Up to this point the 
four-day trip had run like clockwork, but at the check-in desk all that changed!!  
Guernsey Airport had had flight problems for the last 36hrs and our flight was delayed.  
‘New’ departure times were amended again and again and again until very late into the 
evening when we eventually took-off. 
 
Very many thanks to all those who had a hand in the arrangements for another very 
successful Town Church Bell-ringing Trip.  The ringing and the churches were all very 
much enjoyed, and the four days of driving round Cumbria’s spectacular scenery were 
wonderful! 

RB 

 
Dampness in the Rafters 

 Mike Collins 
 

I have had the feeling for some time that our standard of ringing is related to the 
dampness of the tower and the ropes.  I felt our tour of Lake District towers would 
offer the ideal opportunity to test this philosophy.   On leaving Guernsey I wrapped my 
dampness meter in my pyjamas and looked forward to a series of comprehensive 
measurements in the rafters of the towers we were about to visit. 
  
As fourteen of us left Manchester Airport we crossed the Ship Canal and sped 
northwards into the unknown with me thinking of nothing else but measuring 
dampness. 
Unfortunately I became quickly distracted  by the very many other facets of our tour.    
We also found that every tower had its own features totally unrelated to the dampness 
of its walls so having made the measurement I am afraid I have reported other notes 
which might be more interesting to the casual bellringer. 
  
Beetham 16% 
Ropes had a very long draft and were close together and the bells shout outside.   This 
was a large very old village church with an interesting wartime display. 
  
Milnthorpe 12.2% 
We were locked out initially but the bells sounded good.    Ringing was on a dry first 
floor chamber approached by steep moveable steps 
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Heversham 17.8% 
We arrived late but the heat was on.   These were heavy old bells with red ropes and a 
very noisy mechanism. 
  
Crosthwaite 18% 
Approached by stairs, these were very metallic clangy sounding bells.   We rang 
Stedman and Reverse Canterbury 
  
FlookBurgh 15.5% 
Approached by narrow stairs to a very large chamber with 8 ropes of different colours 
and a large clock mechanism.    We found it difficult to ring anything successfully 
probably because it was late in the day 
  
Milham 15.4% 
The stairs to the tower were kinked.  There were mouse and rat holes and facemasks 
available – we know not why!  The tower was large with six nice bells and an old sink 
with a roller towel.   Do you wash your hands before or after ringing?     An escape 
hatch was provided for bad ringers!   We noticed 3 empty tins of rainproof woodstain 
  
Broughton 12.6% 
Here there was an original sink but no towel so had the old customs had been 
forgotten?    10 bells rang very well with Grandsire and Plain Bob but 12 were more 
difficult with the 11 and 12 shouting. 
  
Kirkby 14.0% 
There was a ladder to the chamber which was nice and clean and well carpeted.     
There was a drinks recess and a wooden treasure chest with spare ropes.     A Fray 
Bentos tin with bottles of woodworm killer and lots of wooden battens made us ask if 
this was some secret industry we don’t know about.    Instruments of torture on the 
wall would have scared beginners! 
  
Dalton 16% 
Access was via a left hand set of stairs (most are right handed).   The chamber was 
very clean with a polished floor and circular mats but the tower shook when ringing. 
Candles were available for emergency lighting.    A sink with soap and a roller towel 
reminded us of ancient ringing customs. 
  
Ulverston 15% 
Access to the tower was via very narrow steps with a blue ladder to the upper loft.    
The bells sounded very loud with a roaring background perhaps due to a loose frame. 
We were assured that the frame was solid mounted and the clapper noise was 
transmitted via the tower structure.    A humidifier was in use but we did notice 
mosquitos. 
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Cartmel 10.4% 
The ringing chamber was at the top of a large tower approached by a roof walk.    The 
bells rang very well and there was a coffee machine in the chamber.    The choir was 
practising whilst we were ringing. 
  
Kendal 16% 
Although we had booked our visit last year the vicar did not know we were coming 
and thought we were “rogue” ringers (an interesting concept !).    The bells sounded 
“tinny” and difficult to control with lots of wood blocks and wedges.    Why was there a 
fire extinguisher in the chamber?    Our ringing down was cacophony.    
  
Bowness 14.7% 
This was a small tidy chamber.   The bells were difficult to ring but we rang jumpy bob 
triples and tinny call changes.   The ropes for 2 and 3 were placed in tubes to avoid the 
clock mechanism. 
  
Langdale 13.5% 
A small clean chamber with the clock mechanism occupying a lot of the chamber.    
There were two fire extinguishers in this chamber and the bells were “wired” for 
Ellacombe Chimes 
  
Brathay 14.4% 
Access to a small chamber was via a long ladder.    The heating was ON and the bells 
rang well although our visit was cut short by a funeral.     The church was surrounded 
by beautiful lake-district scenery. 
  
Ambleside 16% 
The heaviest bells on our trip it took 3 able bodies on boxes to ring up the tenor which 
then controlled all our ringing.    This was a slow challenging ring and again a basin 
and towel were provided for serious healthy ringers.   Personally this was my heaviest 
ring to date. 
  
Hawkshead 12.6% 
The ropes were short and we needed lots of boxes in a small chamber which was well 
kept.     The bells sounded well outside.     We helped out at the evening practice with 
only two local ringers attending. 
  
Scorton 15.7% 
The clock mechanism was in a box in the middle of the chamber.    The bells were dingy 
and dusty with only one light bulb in the chamber and the tenor kept dropping. 
These were strenuous rumbly bells and with sloppy clappers the tenor went up wrong 
at first.    A visitor’s two-year-old was fascinated by our ringing antics. 
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Churchtown 15.8% 
This was a nice clean ground floor ring but quite hard work to ring well.   We gave up 
and moved to our lunch pub at the PunchBowl close-by 
  
Goosegargh 15.2% 
This was our last tower and everyone was keen to get home. There was a nice view of 
the inside of the church from the first floor ringing chamber.    These were good bells 
to finish on and Cambridge went very well. 
  
Regrettably I can say little about how the dampness of the towers affected our ringing 
but noticed that the ropes were 1 or 2% wetter than the tower walls. 
I must say that I am running out of constructive ideas for future ringing trips but who 
knows what will turn up next time………….?? 
 

MC 

 
 
CHALLENGE 60 - STOP PRESS 

Mike Bubb 
 
Who would have thought it when we rang a quarter peal prior to the special service at 
Vale, on 6th February 2012, to celebrate the accession of HM Queen Elizabeth to the 
throne that we would ring our 60 quarters. 
 
We have. Thats all was called at 7 44pm on 30th January. Grandsire doubles being the 
60th of the 60. Nice and simple to ensure we scored it. 
 
So for those who like statistics here goes: 
 
Number of changes 75,879 
Time taken - 40 hours and 13 minutes 
Mix - 48 doubles 12 minor 
Most popular method - Grandsire doubles 13 
Number of ringers taking part - 19 
Rung in most - John 59 
Number of conductors - 4 
Most conducted Mike -56 
Number lost 1 

MB 
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ST JOHN, JERSEY TOWER REPORT 
Justin Read 

 
There is very little to report from St. John's. 
 
We have continued with varied practices that have included anything from Called 
Changes and Grandsire Doubles through to Spliced Surprise minor (which often 
includes doubles) to Surprise Major. 
 
Our ringing up and down has improved a little, thanks to Richard's expertise. 
 
We seem to have lost one of our promising learners, but the band has increased its 
repertoire over the last six months. It is still our ambition to conquer more quarters of 
Surprise Major methods. We have also had some stretching and enjoyable practices 
when the Alderney ringers have visited. Long may these visits continue, and perhaps 
we'll be able to reciprocate when the new bells are installed in Alderney.  We are 
looking into transport options. 
 
It was a great achievement to score a peal of Yorkshire in November, especially with 
all three islands represented in the band. 
 
St. John's band was pleased with its performance at the district striking competition, 
even though some of the band felt we should have at least come second to St. Mark's! 
 
As always, thanks must go to all the St. Mark's ringers for supporting practices, 
Sunday service ringing and weddings. It is very much a combined band on Jersey. 
 
Finally, may I say that all other Channel Island ringers are most welcome to join us for 
practices or Sunday ringing if they are visiting. We are very accommodating to visitors. 
 

JR 
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ST. ANNE’S, ALDERNEY TOWER REPORT 
Peter J R Bevis 

  
The second half of 2012 has been busy and successful; both Thursa and Aileen have 
now rung their first quarters, both on the treble to doubles. Our newest member, Jack 
Page, continues to progress, in large part because he spends such long periods off 
island. He has found time to ring 18 quarters with us in the second half of the year 
though and was a very steady member of the District band that rang the peal of 
Yorkshire in Jersey. 
  
The Beresford Ring is being put to good use in the Methodist church hall. This ring 
comprises six Saxilby simulators in a steel frame. Practice night is Tuesday, from 6pm 
- 8pm and we have half a dozen learners, all under 12, who are ringing rounds and call 
changes. 
  
The St Anne augmentation is back on track. We have approval from the States and a 
Faculty has been applied for. The old bells will be removed after Easter to be shipped 
to Taylors. Six new Taylors bells will be cast to match the old six and they will all be 
returned in June to give us, we hope, a magnificent 13cwt twelve.  It is unlikely that 
we will ever have the local expertise to ring all twelve for methods, but we look 
forward to hosting many visiting bands and will enjoy the challenge of learning 8 and 
10 bell ringing. 

PJRB  
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ST. ANNE’S, ALDERNEY QUARTERS 
 Peter J R Bevis 

 
We have rung 17 quarters in the second half of the year, three of which were in-hand. 
We started off with a couple of quarters, of PB Doubles and Cambridge to welcome 
HRH Prince Charles and The Duchess of Cornwall in July. We rang a fun quarter of St 
Stephen Doubles for the vicar, Fr Stephen, on his birthday. This is a doubles variation, 
Eynesbury with an Antelope Single, and was a first for everyone. First use of an 
Antelope Single too! 
  
The last quarter of the year was a birthday compliment to our senior member Maurice 
Stupart.  Eighty eight years young and still one of our most energetic and competent 
ringers! 
  
I am pleased to see that most our quarters again were even bell methods. Also 
satisfying was the two quarters of Norwich even if both involved a visitor! 
  

Saturday 15 December 2012 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

Wednesday 21 November 2012 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

Wednesday 14 November 2012 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

Sunday 30 September 2012 1272 Norwich Surprise Minor 

Saturday 29 September 2012 1320 Cambridge Surprise Minor 

Saturday 29 September 2012 1260 Plain Bob Minor 

Saturday 29 September 2012 1260 St Stephen Doubles 

Thursday 30 August 2012 1296 Cambridge S Minor 

Wednesday 15 August 2012 1260 St Clements College Bob Minor 

Sunday 12 August 2012 1260 Plain Bob Minor 

Wednesday 8 August 2012 1260 Plain Bob Minor 

Tuesday 7 August 2012 1272 Norwich Surprise Minor 

Monday 6 August 2012 1260 St. Clements College Bob Minor 

Saturday 4 August 2012 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

Friday 3 August 2012 1344 Plain Bob Major 

Friday 20 July 2012  1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

Friday 20 July 2012 1320 Cambridge Surprise Minor 

Total 17 

                  
PJRB  

         



42 

 

TOWN CHURCH, GUERNSEY TOWER REPORT 
Sue Park 

  
The last twelve months have been a positive and enjoyable period in the Town Church 
Tower, membership is now up to Thirteen with many of our new ringers joining us 
with previous ringing experience, our most recent new member is Jenny Dunning 
who rang for a short period some years ago and is a capable “call change” band 
member. 
Both Judith and Harriet are ringing touches of Bob Doubles and David seems to be 
enjoying trying his hand at conducting and will shortly be attempting calling his first 
quarter peal of Bob Doubles. 
The band generally seems more confident, striking is showing definite signs of 
improving, 
and there appears a greater willingness to try new methods and challenge ourselves 
more. 
With such a commitment by the band we usually manage at least eight ringers for 
Sunday service ringing. 
 
We have had quite a busy year, doing our bit for the Queen's Diamond Jubilee  ringing  
for the actual event plus submitting dedicated quarters. 
 
We were asked to ring for the  Olympic Torch relay as it was carried along the sea 
front and  of course an early morning ring as requested for the start of the Games. 
 
Last Night of the Proms held on the Albert Pier included the Cannon firing and the 
Bells Ringing out at the appropriate time for the  1812 Overture although not sure 
how well we were heard! 
 
We have had visits from the Women’s Institute and Catenians (from St. Joseph's 
Catholic Church) who all came to see what Bell Ringing is all about and have a “go”. 
Paul is getting quite the expert at these presentations, however in spite of some 
promising candidates the evenings didn't materialise in any new ringers. 
 
In May some of us had a day trip to Alderney where we were made very welcome by 
the local ringers.  An excellent and busy day of ringing with something for everyone 
including a a try at “London” 
 
The highlight of the year for the “Town” had to be hosting the District ADM and 
Striking Competition. The turn out from the other District Towers was excellent and it 
was good to catch up with friends from around the islands. It was a pleasure to 
welcome and ring with David Strong again and we were also pleased to have the 
company of the Dean for the event. The Dean is always a keen supporter of the Bells 
but can't be persuaded to take up ringing again! Too busy I suspect! 
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Our Ringing Tour this year for the Guernsey ringers saw us exploring the beautiful  
landscape of the Lake District in all its amazing autumnal glory, oh yes we rang as well! 
Over a period of four days we rang in seventeen towers which took in most of the 
towers in the South Lakes, its difficult to choose a favourite tower but I was pleased at 
long last to ring at Cartmel Priory although the climb up and the actual tower were 
quite an experience. 
 
We finished off our busy year with our now annual event of a Tennerfest meal with 
other Guernsey ringers at the Fleur Du Jardin.  All are welcome to join us and we 
always enjoy the evening. 

 SP 
 

TOWN CHURCH, GUERNSEY QUARTERS 
Sue Park 

 

                                                                  
Saturday July 21st  July  
To celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of HM 
The Queen 

Diamond Delight Major  
District band 

Sunday August 28th  Plain Bob Triples 
District Band 

Wednesday September 26th 
 

Cambridge Surprise Minor 
Guernsey Band with Visitors 

Wednesday November 7th 
 

Reverse Canterbury Pleasure 
Guernsey Band 

Sunday November 11th 
For Remembrance Sunday 

Plain Bob Triples  
Guernsey Band 

Wednesday November 14th 
150th Quarter for Dean Lee 

Grandsire Doubles 
Guernsey Band 

Wednesday November 28th Plain Bob Minor 
Guernsey Band 

December 5th 
 

St Nicholas Doubles 
Guernsey Band 

December 23rd 
For Christmas Carol Service 

Plain Bob & St Martins Doubles 
Town Band 

Total 9 

 
SP 
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VALE, GUERNSEY TOWER REPORT 

Mike Bubb 
 
The year seems to have flown by. We had a very busy period over Christmas where, 
with Christmas Day being on a Tuesday we had a large number of services to ring for 
and, with a number of ringers away our resources were stretched. Thanks to David 
Ely, who was over for Christmas and Judith who helped us out at Christingle we were 
able to ring all our bells for all of the services. 
 
The ringers have been exceptionally busy with quarter peals as can be seen from the 
list elsewhere. A fair mix of methods and variations stretching the minds of the 
ringers. One first in method for all the band (New Bob Doubles), first in method for 
David Reeves (St Simons) and first in variation Joe (April Day). This was exceptional 
as five of the band had achieved 50 quarter peals this year. Other milestones reached – 
Nicky 700th quarter peal, Mike 750th quarter peal, Joe 100th quarter peal, Tower 
700th quarter peal. 
 
So where are we in our “challenge 60”. At the time of writing we have one more to go! 
Hopefully there will be a “stop press”! 
 
The ringers were saddened to hear of the death of Barbara (Burble) Carey . Burble was 
introduced to ringing by her good friends Mike and Frances Hilson and Janet Scott. She 
rang with us at Vale in the late 80’s. We all remember her as a dedicated member of 
the band with a good sense of humour. We all remember the ringers Barbecue held at 
their house in Pleinheaume. 
 
Burble rang eight quarter peals at Vale either on the treble or tenor but she did ring 
three of plain bob “inside”. 
 
She gave up ringing in 1989 but whenever I saw her in the streets she always asked 
after us. 
 
The quarter rung at Vale on 20th January was dedicated to her life 
 
John and I attended the celebration of her life. The Church was packed with the many 
friends she had made over the years. May she rest in peace and rise in Glory. 
 

MB 
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VALE, GUERNSEY QUARTERS 
Mike Bubb 

 
1st July 1260 Minor in 2 methods 30 of our 60 

15th July 1260 Grandsire Doubles 

22nd July 1260 Doubles in 2 methods 

27th July 260 Plain Bob Doubles. Quarter commenced at 8 12am. 700th 
quarter at tower 

27th July 1260 Grandsire Doubles. Half muffled in memory of Sir Charles 
Frossard 

29th July 1260 Doubles in 5 methods. Farewell to Father John Inder 

29th July 1260 Plain Bob Minor 

5th August 1260 Reverse Canterbury Pleasure Bob Doubles 

9th August 1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

12th August 1260 Grandsire Doubles. 

15th August 1260 St Simons Bob Doubles 

2nd September 1260 Doubles in 11 methods 

16th September 1260 St Clements College Bob Minor 

23rd September 1260 Grandsire Doubles 

30th September 1260 Grandsire Doubles 

1st October 1260 New Bob Doubles. First in method Joe, Paul, John and Mike 

14th October 1260 St Simons Bob Doubles. First in method David Reeves 

28th October 1260 Grandsire Doubles 

4th November 1260 Doubles in one principle and 5 methods 

11th November 1260 Doubles in 6 methods. Half muffled for Remembrance 

3rd December 1260 Grandsire Doubles 

6th December 1260 St Nicholas Bob Doubles. 

9th December 1260 St Simons Bob Doubles. 50th quarter this year Joe. 700th 
quarter Nicky 

16th December 1260 Plain Bob Minor – all singles 

23rd December 1269 Grandsire For service of lessons and carols. 

24th December 1269 Doubles in 5 methods. 750th quarter Mike. First quarter at 
Vale – Judith Laine 

29th December 1260 April Day Doubles. First in variation Joe. Ringers one to five 
have all rung 50 plus quarter peals this year. 

Total 27 

 
MB 
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ST PETER’S AND FOREST, GUERNSEY TOWER REPORT 
Phil Le Conte 

 
After another 6 months of hard work at St Peters and the Forest progress is still being 
made. It is now quite normal for us to ring call changes on 10 bells at St Peters on 
Sundays. Also we managed to man the 10 and the 6 on Christmas Morning despite a 
service clash. It is however proving difficult to make fast progress at practices due to a 
shortage of experienced inside ringers. So a particular thank you to all those who have 
helped with quarters, and particularly to Peter Gallienne and Christine Lenfestey for 
their patience on practice nights. Many of our more recent additional ringers are 
learning Plain Bob Doubles Inside, so I am hoping that will make life easier soon. My 
aim at the start of the year was to ring 20 quarters between the 2 towers. The total at 
the end of the year was, unfortunately, only 19. But as this Included 17 1sts and 8 
people achieving their 1 st quarter peal, we can feel very pleased. 
 
There were also good signs of progress at the striking competition for all 3 teams that 
we entered. The St Peters A team was left in the capable hands of 12 yr old Esme (I 
couldn’t ring in that as I was in the other 2 teams.) A little way into the test piece Rene 
missed the sally and as a result all but rang the bell down! Luckily her course and 
after bells, Esme and Molly (both aged 12) ploughed on, allowing for the fact that Rene 
was no longer there. When Rene got her bell under control, she slipped back into the 
ringing and they recovered for a very decent piece of ringing. 
 
Another event was our trip to Jersey for the day. Many thanks to Ann Fraser for her 
help during the day. Many of our ringers hadn’t rung there before, so I was delighted 
with what we were able to do, despite their inexperience. We had some very good 
ringing at St John’s, both before and after a lovely pub meal at La Fontaine. It was 
unfortunate that Ann was unable to locate the Rector of St Marks, and therefore a key. 
So that particular tower grab will have to wait until September. No harm done, as the 
girls were looking forward to doing some shopping in St Helier, and the boys wanted 
to visit the waterpark. 
 
I was delighted that this year we were once again able to ring out the old and ring in 
the New Year. It was the first time I have managed to raise enough volunteers for 4 
years. I have missed it as I always feel it’s a good way to start a new year. 
 
See you all again soon 
 

PLC 
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ST PETER’S AND FOREST, GUERNSEY QUARTERS 
Phil Le Conte 

 
Ste. Marguerite de la Foret 

22/09/2012 1320 London Surprise Minor 

07/10/2012 1260 Grandsire Doubles  
For Patois Service 
1st qtr Sally Ann White(Tenor) 
1st in Method Rob Gorton 

07/11/2012 
 

1260 Plain Bob Doubles 
1st away from cover Joe Berry(Age 13) 

14/11/2012 
 

1260 Plain Bob Doubles 
1st Qtr Julia Wilkes(Tenor) 
1st awayfrom cover Anne Cooper(Treble) 

24/11/2012 
 

1260 Grandsire & Plain Bob Doubles 
1st away from cover Fraser Wilkes 

19/12/2012 
 

1260 Grandsire & Plain Bob Doubles  
Rung to celebrate the wedding of Chris and Melissa 
Heaume 

Total  6 

  

St.Pierre Du Bois 

01/09/2012 
 

1260 Plain bob Royal 
Visiting band 

24/11/2012 
 

1260 Grandsire Triples 
1st qtr on 8 bells Esme White (Treble, age 12) 

Total  2 

  

 
PLC 
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 ALDERNEY RINGERS NORTH OF THE BORDER 
Helen M MeGregor 

 
3 Alderney ringers – Helen McGregor, Peter Bevis & Jack Page celebrated Hogmanay at 
Tulloch, near Roy Bridge, Inverness-shire, their northern home. Although there are 
still no tower bells at Tulloch there are a set of handbells. Over the course of the week 
the trio, occasionally joined by Nick (Fort William) & Jenny (Aberdeen) were able to 
practice Cambridge Royal & Yorkshire Major and scored a number of quarters: 
 
Friday 28 December 2012 in 31 mins 
1260 St Clements Bob Minor 

1-2 Peter J R Bevis 
3-4 Helen M McGregor 
5-6 Jack Page (C) 

Monday 31 December 2012 in 32 Minutes 
 
1296 Minor (3 Methods), 720 St Clement's  
College Bob, 544 Plain Bob, 32 Little Bob. 

1-2 Peter JR Bevis 
3-4 Helen M McGregor 
5-6 Jack Page (C) 

60th Quarter this Year, 5-6 
 
Wednesday 2 January 2013 in 38 minutes (12) 
1344 Plain Bob Major 

1-2 Jennifer A Holden 
3-4 Helen M McGregor 
5-6 Nicholas W Jones 
7-8 Jack Page (C) 

Rung as a Birthday Compliment to Helen M McGregor. First Major as Conductor in 
Hand. 
 
Thursday 3 January 2013 in 34 minutes 
1260 Minor (2 methods), 540 Double Court Bob, 720 Plain Bob 

1-2 Peter JR Bevis 
3-4 Helen M McGregor 
5-6 Jack Page (C) 

First Double Court for all 
 
Whilst Double Court is viewed as a simple enough method to progress to after plain 
bob in the tower it is considered challenging in hand but essential as a stepping stone 
to Double Norwich in hand – watch this space........................... 

HMMcG 
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 Guernsey young Ringers visit Alderney Jan 12/13th 
Helen M McGregor 

*Written for the Alderney Press* 
 
3 students at Elizabeth College have been learning to 
ring bells since last September under the tutelage of 
experienced ringer and Maths teacher Mr Duncan 
Loweth. Knowing that there were a number of 
youngsters on Alderney learning to ring on the 
Wombels in the Methodist Hall Mr Loweth arranged a 
joint venture to get the 2 groups ringing together. 
 
Amy Wesley, Marley Barker, Melisa Johns & Holly Neale 
joined Alex, Bailey & Brent  in a very enjoyable 
Saturday evening at the Methodist Hall – the 2 groups 
rang very well together with support from the main St 
Anne’s bell ringing band 
 
On Sunday morning the boys enjoyed visiting the St Anne’s belfry where they 
acquitted themselves most favourably on our delightful church bells. Over Sunday 
lunch the boys held a friendly rope splicing competition before returning once again to 
the Wombels for more ringing before heading for home 
 
It is hoped that Mr Loweth will bring more bell ringing students to Alderney as the 
Wombels are an exceptionally convenient set-up to master the art of bell ringing – 
they are completely safe for novice ringers, are a very realistic simulation of church 
bells but are completely soundproofed 
 
The Wombels are rung every Tuesday evening in the Methodist Hall as part of the 
activities on offer at Mind Games Club. Anyone wishing to ‘have a go’ should attend 
between 6 – 8pm or phone Helen McGregor 822252 for more details.  

HMMCG 
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Elizabeth College Alderney Bell Ringing Trip 
Duncan Loweth 

*Written for the Elizabeth College website* 
 
Three of the Elizabeth College Bell Ringers 
island hopped to Alderney for an intense 
training weekend using the Island’s high-tech 
training equipment.  Alex Grimwood, Bailey Gill, 
Brent Sharman and Maths Teacher Duncan 
Loweth flew to Alderney on 12th January.  
Bailey’s first flight on a trislander just happened 
to be in Joey and made a pleasant start to the 
trip.  The Alderney ringers turned out in force to help us at the Methodist Church Hall 
where six simulator bells (known as ‘Wombels’) are installed, replicating the action of a 
church bell but using sensors feeding into a computer the sounds are played out of 
speakers, saving the neighbours complaining about 10 hours of ringing all in one 
weekend. 
 
Over the weekend the boys made great progress, learning new skills known as 
‘covering’ keeping a steady beat and following the other, interchanging ropes to sound 
last; and ‘hunting’ where the bells move relative to each other in straight lines back 
and forth 
 

 
Chocolate cake which kept us going 

after hours of ringing. 

 1 2 3 4 5 6  
 2 1 4 3 5 6  
 2 4 1 5 3 6  
 4 2 5 1 3 6  
 4 5 2 3 1 6  
 5 4 3 2 1 6  
 5 3 4 1 2 6  
 3 5 1 4 2 6  
 3 1 5 2 4 6  
 1 3 2 5 4 6  
 1 2 3 4 5 6  

Five bells hunting with 6th bell 
covering 

 

 
After supper the boys were joined by local youth ringers Amy Wesley, Marli Barker, 
Melisa Johns & Holly Neale, all aged 10 and rang ‘rounds’ and ‘called changes’ with 
them.  It was good experience for the boys to be the more experienced ringer in the 
band, ringing for the benefit of another’s learning.  All three boys stepped up their 
focus and rang very well, including conducting the ringing, that is directing how the 
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other ringers should interact to make the music whilst 
also ringing a bell yourself. 
 
On Sunday morning we rang at St Anne for their 10.30 
service and then learnt how to splice ropes together.  
Particularly useful if a bell rope breaks as to buy a brand 
new can be well over a hundred pounds.  Our efforts 
were judged by an experienced ringer and although the 
prize bag of 

Malteasers went to Mr Loweth (who like the boys 
had not done any splicing before) the judge 
commented that all were good enough to use in 
the tower and that he had rung at towers with 
ropes spliced far worse. 
 
 
 
 

After lunch we had a tour of the island (none 
of the boys having ever been to Alderney 
before) and reconvened to ring on the 
Wombels, practicing the hunting until it was 
rung very accurately.  
 
All in all it was a very successful trip, not just 
because of the progress made in the exercise 
of bell ringing but also for the fun and 
enjoyment we had in the process. 
 

Brent, Alex and Bailey in front of a bell at St Anne 
 
With kind donations from the Friends of Elizabeth College and the Old Elizabethan 
Society we will be acquiring one of the Wombel simulators to install in College so that 
these boys can practice and also we hope to introduce more boys into the exercise.  
Ultimately we are looking to recruit enough ringers to enter an Elizabeth College team 
in the National Youth Striking Competition in July. 
 
We are very grateful to the Alderney ringers for all their help; particular thanks to 
Helen McGregor who helped to organise the trip as well as leading the teaching of the 
new skills.  

DL 
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 2012 and the 1812  
Tim Wainwright 

 

Each September, Guernsey joins in with the BBC’s Last Night of the Proms festivities 
with its own version of ‘Proms in the Park’ – ‘Proms on the Pier’. Synchronised with 
the BBC's broadcast, the Albert Pier opposite Town Church is closed off to traffic and a 
concert tent and stage erected to house the Guernsey Symphony Orchestra (GSO) 
and guest soloists. A supporting sound system and giant outdoor TV screen complete 
the set up ready to show both the local and the Albert Hall concerts to the gathered 
throng. 
 

Following a similar format to the ‘Proms in the Park’ concerts around the UK, the 
Guernsey musicians give the 'local' first half of the concert and then, via the magic of 
the giant outdoor telly, the orchestra and audience (no doubt with a patriotic fervour 
fortified courtesy of the hospitality tents) join in with the 2nd half of the last night, live 
from the Albert Hall. Finally, all is locally wrapped up with a firework display off Castle 
Cornet. 
 

The 2012 concert was going to be just that little bit more special however, the GSO 
had decided to round off their first half with the 1812 overture by Tchaikovsky, 
complete with Cannon and Bells – the Town Church Bells. 
 

Co-incidentally, a couple of TV crews were operating on the island making a 'fly on the 
wall' documentary revolving around the 'comings and goings' of various people 
involved with, in some form or other, the Islands main Princess Elizabeth Hospital (the 
PEH). Entitled 'An Island Hospital', a dozen or so episodes were scheduled for national 
broadcast on ITV later in the year. 
 

Tim W of the GSO (I'll call him Mr W from now on to avoid possible confusion with 
yours truly) had previously got in touch with Paul Lawrence and Sue Park in regard to 
using the TC bells and ringers for the performance and was in discussion with them 
when I turned up (late as usual) on this one particular TC practice night. As it turned 
out, both Paul and Sue were not going to be around weekend of the concert and so 
muggings agreed to work with the organisers in the planning and prep for the big 
night and, particularly, the logistics of ensuring the bells would start and stop at the 
right time. 
 

To add to the mix, one of the PEH surgeons/doctors also happened to be a player in  he 
GSO and so the TV production company intended filming the concert. They'd also got 
wind of the fact that the TC bells were being rung for the 1812 and wanted to explore 
that angle too, ditto the cannons. So, Mr W gave them my mobile and a couple of days 
later I got the call from the production company and duly arranged a meet at one of 
the TC practices. Mr W also promised to send me a pdf of the score so I could start 
planning the (2) entrances and exits. 
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By the time I arrived at the TC practice the film crew were already there and pretty 
much had finished shooting all the material they needed. Worryingly, this had included 
getting close ups of the ringers, some of whom would not be ringing on the big night! 
Now, whilst this might not be a problem from a TV documentary accuracy perspective 
(oddly enough, Joe Public doesn't really care who the ringers are), the fallout within 
the local campanology community if the 'wrong' ringers were seen on the telly could 
be moderately problematical. Fortunately, it was too late to do much about that. 
 

Within a couple of weeks of the gig I received an email from Mr W containing the 
overture score. Coming in it at some 73 pages, the first entry of the bells wasn't until 
page 61 and preceded by several thousand bars rest! I decided to save a tree and only 
print out only the last 20 pages. 
 
Previously it had been discussed with Mr W (who was playing the timps in the band) 
how we might ensure the correct timing for the bells entry and whilst the orchestra 
stage was only a couple of hundred yards from TC, it was by no means certain that 
we'd be able to hear the 'live' concert from the ringing chamber, particularly if the 
weather was bad/windy or due to traffic on the main road. So we needed an alternate 
and accurate method of synchronising the bell entrances - Mobile phones. 
 
Someone located 'down' in the concert would ring my mobile well in advance of each 
of the 2 entrances of the bells, and, at the appropriate time, start counting down the 
entrance in seconds – 5, 4, 3, 2, 1.... Rounds! I reckoned that, on the 8 at TC, treble 
pulling off on the count of 1 would be about right to sound the first strike at just the 
correct time. This plan was obviously dependent upon the person counting us in as 
being capable of following the densely populated music score and so I was relieved 
when Mr W said that the countdown would be provided by the main guest solo artist 
for the evening, a Cellist recently graduated from one of the top London music 
colleges. A safe pair of hands, or so I thought! 
 
It soon became obvious that getting our entrance right was only half the problem, 
knowing when to stop was going to be much more fun! With the bells ringing, it would 
be highly unlikely that one could hear phone instructions in the ringing chamber and 
definitely the actual concert would be completely drowned out, so with no audible cues 
available, another method to determine when to stop was needed. 
 
Listening to a recording of the 1812 and following the score I timed the duration of 
the bell passages and from timings previously taken of the TC 8 bells ringing rounds, 
worked out how many whole pulls of rounds would be required for each of the 2 bell 
passages. Luckily, both passages came close enough to a whole number of b and h 
rounds that I didn't need to worry about having to set at tail. The accuracy of the plan 
did rely heavily though on the assumption that the conductor at the concert took the 
piece at the same rate as the conductor of the recording! Unlikely I could influence 
that one much so no point in worrying. 
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Come the day and with the 8 ringers arranged for the evening - Mike Bubb, Jane Le 
Conte, David Reeves, Rob Gorton, Mark Pizzey, Judith Laine, Mike Collins and Duncan 
Loweth + Me doing the co-ordination, I arranged to meet up with Mr W at the GSO’s 
afternoon rehearsal to put final touches to the logistics.  
 
It was a blisteringly hot Saturday down on the Albert pier. In conjunction with the 
conductor, me, our countdown Cellist, a couple of blokes in blackened overalls  
(obviously the cannon men) and a documentary camera team, Mr W took us through 
the plan - who was calling who, when and what to listen out for and so on.  
 
Suitably briefed, I agreed with our countdown Cellist for me to pop up to the ringing 
chamber for a ‘dummy run through’ to check whether the phone 'plan' would work, 
but before that, I hung around awhile to listen to the orchestra rehearse the earlier 
pieces in the concert. It wasn't until I was well past the loudspeaker stack and heading 
to TC for the dummy run that I noticed the TC bells ringing (and apparently had been 
for some time) – you couldn't hear them on the pier (at least where I had been sitting) 
due to the sound system! 
 
It turned out the ringing was down to the Vale band sneaking in a bit of a practice 
before the upcoming district 6 bell competition so I took the opportunity to check out 
what it would be like in the chamber with the bells ringing and the orchestra playing, I 
was right, you couldn't hear the music and it was nigh on impossible to hear someone 
on the phone. Good job I had a plan 'B'. 
 
On the evening of the event, I went down to listen to early part of the concert and 
then, with Mike Bubb, we made our way up the ringing chamber. Everyone was there 
ready and waiting (much earlier than necessary as it turned out – sorry about that 
folks!). We went through the plan. Mike and Jane on treble and 2 respectively would 
set the required rounds pace and I’d co-ordinate with our countdown Cellist and call 
the bells in and to stand after counting the previously calculated number of rounds.  
Simple stuff. 
 
With the small door opened out on to the roof, we could easily hear the orchestra and 
so I could track the music against the score. With about a minute to go before the bells 
were due I got the phone call as per plan, the ringers took their positions, wait, wait, 
then, on the phone - “5” – this seemed to me a tad premature, “4”, big gap “3”, bigger 
gap - something definitely not right, “2 and a half”, bigger gap, “2 and a quarter”. At 
this point I decided to abandon the phone and rely on the score and listening 
method…”stand 2, treble going, gone” and into rounds. Phew.  
Problem was, in all the confusion, I’d forgotten to start counting the rounds! So, I 
guessed, and after what felt like the right amount of time called ‘stand’. A quick listen 
at the roof door confirmed we’d been there or thereabouts and so now it was time to 
concentrate on the next entrance. Given the previous experience, I decided to avoid the 



55 

 

phone option and just rely on listening and reading the score. At the allotted time the 
phone rang, answering politely I placed it down out of ear shot. This time, things went 
entirely to plan. 
 
When all done and finished I got a call from both Mr W and our countdown Cellist. Mr 
W thanked us for our effort and how good the bells must have sounded down on the 
pier. Given the size of the speaker system against which we had to compete, I thought 
this somewhat unlikely. I thanked our phone Cellist for her valuable help but didn’t 
have the heart to say I’d completely ignored her instructions for the 2nd entrance! 
 
To cap it all, ‘The Island Hospital’ never did broadcast anything of the ringing – plenty 
of the concert and the cannons but zip on the bells. Anyway, thanks to all the ringers 
who got involved - whether the prommers heard us or not - who cares, it was all good 
fun.  Shame about the telly though. 

TW 
 

District Day on Guernsey Jan 25th/26th 
Helen M MCGregor 

 
Peter and I enjoyed a terrific weekend on Guernsey in January.  Although short of 
numbers at TC on Friday eve we spent a very constructive evening working on lead 
ends for Cambridge Minor and Double Court minor ultimately succeeding in ringing a 
number of touches of spliced minor – plain, little, St Clements, Double Court & 
Cambridge. A touch of bob triples rounded off the session. 
 
The local practice at St Peter’s was lively and extremely 
enjoyable with lots of variety. I was delighted to ring call changes 
where the 10 bells were divided into 3 sets of 3 with the tenor 
unaffected, then each bell in the set of 3 is called A, B or C so calls 
of B to C affected 3 bells – one in each of the 3 sets of 3 – good 
one PhilJ 
 
Saturday morning’s District practice at St Peter’s had us ringing 
little bob minor & major, bob doubles, Cambridge S Major, 
Norwich S Minor, and Kaleidoscope call changes. Many thanks 
Rene for refreshments – much appreciated. 
 
The afternoon quarters were all scored – Cambridge Minor at TC (well done everyone 
as we lacked an experienced conductor), Bob Doubles at Forest (well done Esme first 
inside) and finally Bob Triples at St Peter’s (well done Molly – first on 8) 
 
Looking forward to February 22nd/23rd 

HMMcG  
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Unrecorded bells 
John David 

 

During the last year, three bells which although known were previously unrecorded 
have been examined. Two of them are school bells, and the third is a small table bell. In 
order of age:- 
 

Vale School. The building here dates from 1878, with extensions in 1912 and more 
recently. The bell hangs in a cot over the North side of the earlier building, which is 
now the Infants’ School. It was taken down at the end of 2011 and rehung in February 
2012, after restoration by Marine and General. The bell was cleaned by bead-blasting, 
and rehung on a new timber headstock with stainless fittings of peculiar design. New 
gudgeons and stock bindings and a new stainless clapper and new false crown staple 
were provided, (the original staple seems not to have been removed). The original 
lever and counterweight have been retained, and the bell is easily chimed by a black 
plastic rope which comes down a pipe to the school hall below. 
 

Inscription (from photographs, # indicates word or words not readable) 
CETTE CLOCHE A ETE ORDONNE PAR LE COMMITE SOUS # 
DE LECOLE DUCLOS DUVALLE EN LAN 1827 PAR MESIEURS # 
BICHARD CONNETABLES PIERRE FALLA THOMAS FALLA FILS # 
JEAN HOCARD THOMAS FALLA FILS DE PIERRE JEAN FLERC # 
HENRY THOMAS COLLAS FILS DE GUILLAUME JEAN COLLAS PIERRE #  
COLLAS FILS DE MICHEL DOUZENIERS 

 

Five lines of inscription on paterae separated by double moulding wires, sixth line of 
inscription has none below. There is a band of decoration vertically across all lines of 
inscription at the start of the lines. The last word of line 5 dips through the moulding 
wires and across the decoration towards the start of line 6. There appears to be no 
founder’s name.  Diameter 195/8 inches  
 

St Saviour’s School Bell 
The St Saviour’s school was closed when the Houguette school was built to serve the 
western parishes. The school was then used for seriously hadicapped children until 
the building of Le Rondin school in the Forest. After some years of disuse, the building 
is being refurbished as the St Saviour’s Community Centre. The bell had been said to 
have been cast by Nicolas Blondel, the famous Guernsey clock maker, so it was hoped 
that inspection would confirm this, and possibly throw some light on the reputed date 
of the bell, 1736, which coincidentally was the year that the old Town Church bells and 
the St Martin’s bells were cast at Glategny by the Brocard brothers, of Lorraine.  
 The bell was taken down in January 2012. When seen in February, it was still on its 
derelict fittings, a timber headstock with quarter wheel. The bell was hung quarter-
turned, the crown staple had at some time been replaced with a false crown staple, and 
this by rusting had caused a small crack in the crown. The bell over the years had 
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received several coats of white paint, almost completely obscuring the inscription, 
however the date L'AN 1736 and above the sound bow NICHOLAS BLONDEL MA 
FAITE could be just about be made out. The diameter is 155/8inches. The bell has a 
heavy clapper with ball flight and undecorated canons. 
 

I suggested that they remove and replace the badly-rusted false crown staple and the 
stumps of the real one.  In June I was able to see the bell in the carpenter’s workshop 
where new fittings were being made. Like the Vale bell, it had been to Marine and 
General for bead-blasting and provision of a new false crown staple. Formerly hung ¼ 
turned, it was being rehung the same. The new false crown staple uses the same holes 
as the previous one, these holes are placed between the double and single canons, so 
the clapper may well tend to swing diagonally. The roots of the original crown staple 
have not been removed. The heavy clapper with ball flight has been reused. The two 
lines of inscription are now easily readable : 

IAI : FAIT POUR L'USAGE DE LECO : LE : DE LA, PAROISSE : DE   
: SAINT SAUVEUR : EN : LILE : DE : GUERNESEY : L'AN 1736     

On paterae between thin moulding wires, separated by larger ones. Below, around the 
waist, 24 fleurs-de-lys. 
Above the soundbow :  NICHOLAS : BLONDEL : MA. FAITE       
The bell was rehung in its cot later last year. 
 

Nicolas Blondel’s other known bell is the one at St Sampson’s Church, cast in 1759. 
The lettering there (which is similar to the undated but probably 18th century 
lettering from the Castel bell pit) appears to be similar in size and design to that used 
on the St Saviour’s School bell also.  
 

Nicolas Blondel 
The accepted history of Nicolas Blondel is that he was born in 1703 at Le Gron in St 
Saviours, the second and only surviving child of Nicolas Blondel (1677-1743) and 
Marie de Garis. His mother died at his birth and his father married Anne du Val a few 
years later, having with her 10 more children.  
 

Nicolas senior sold Le Gron to Pierre de L’Isle, thus disinheriting Nicolas junior who as 
the oldest son would have inherited the property. Being disinherited, Nicolas became a 
clockmaker. Having some knowledge of spoon and buckle making, he hired a small 
shop and with one trade and another made enough money to marry. About this time a 
travelling French clock-maker arrived in the Island and joined his shop and taught 
Nicolas his trade. On Nicolas’ death in 1775 the business was continued by his widow 
Elizabeth de St Croix and his grandsons Thomas Andrew Naftel (1759- ) and Nicolas 
Naftel (1762-1842) (Edith Carey, “Quakerism in Guernsey”, TSG 1918, pp115-117, 
and T F Priaulx “La Maison du Gron”, Quarterly review of the Guernsey Society, Winter 
1970 XXVI no4, extensively quoted in various books on clockmakers) 
This leaves two questions unanswered :- 

Who was the travelling French clockmaker?  
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And : 
Who was the Nicolas Blondel not maintaining the Town Church clock properly 
(Acts of Ecclesiastical Court 19/2/1691 and 8/7/1692)? It seems unlikely that 
he was the Nicolas Blondel of St Saviours who was father of Nicolas the 
clockmaker.  

 

Van Den Ghein bell 
This small bell was in the Guille-Alles museum until its closure when the library whose 
top floor it occupied was converted into a free public library. The museum was 
transferred to the Guernsey Museums service and its collections integrated with those 
of the Lukis and Island Museum, which had lost its home at St Barnabas in 1978. The 
collections were transferred to the museum store at St John’s Street, and although the 
Lukis collection with important bell-related material was accessible the small bell 
could not be traced. However a thorough stock-take and checking of the collections last 
year found several missing items, one of which was this bell*. At the Guille-Alles it had 
been called “Bell by Peter Cheyney”, however the inscription around the rim is:  

PETRVS GHEINEVS FECIT 1577 
The bell was cast by Peter Van Den Ghein (died 1598), who worked as a founder 
between 1561 and 1593 in Mechelen, casting church and carillon bells. He had three 
sons, all became bell founders. However, despite his excellent work, he lived in some 
poverty, the city of Mechelen being hit by a severe recession from 1585 to 1595.  
Around the shoulder is: O ATER DEI MEMENTO MEI (similar bells have an M before 
ATER – O Mother of God remember me) 
There are a number of decorations on the waist, including animals, a fiddler, and putti; 
and the handle is a pair of cherubs back to back. The decorations seem to have been 
moulded in wax.  
Several similar bells are known around the world. The Mayor’s handbell at Rye is 
illustrated in Elphick’s Church bells of Sussex, and the Internet shows us several more, 
including one found in a cave in Haiti.  
  

   
Bell at the Vale School Blondel bell at St Saviour’s Van Den Ghein bell 

 
*Another was an Oran-Utang                    JD 
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Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers 

AGM 2013 hosted by the Channel Islands District 
 

We shall be pleased to welcome members and guests to the Channel Islands and offer the following 

programme of events from Wednesday 3rd to Sunday 7th July.  Please indicate your intentions by 

returning the attached booking form. 
 

Anne Fraser       -      District Chairman 

Jane Le Conte   -      District Secretary 

 

ALDERNEY: 

Wednesday 3rd and Thursday 4th  
 

We have asked for the newly augmented St Anne’s bells (13 ½ cwt 12; we confidently expect the bells to 

be installed in May/June) to be available on Wednesday 3rd from 9.30 – 11am (also 2 – 4pm subject to 

any arrangements for funerals), and on Thursday 4th 11am – 1pm and again 2pm – 4pm. 
 

The Wombels (a set of 6 Saxilby Simulators) in the Methodist Church Hall with ringers’ tea in the hall 

from 2 – 4pm Wednesday and Thursday. 
 

Change ringing on handbells (tuition available) in the Methodist Church Hall 2 - 4pm Wednesday and 

Thursday. 
 

We have provisionally booked the Georgian House Hotel for supper (24 people) on Wednesday at 7pm  

and Gloria’s Foods (24 people) on Thursday at 7pm 
 

Any enquiries, please contact:   Helen McGregor, tel  07781 149905, Helen@tullochfarm.co.uk 

For progress reports on the bells, see www.alderneybells.com  
 

 

GUERNSEY: 

Thursday 4th 
 

Town Church [St Peter Port] practice 7.30 - 9.15 pm 
 

Friday 5th 

 All four towers will be open for 2 hours each: 

  9.30 am Forest Church (6 bells, 5cwt; 2 minutes walk from airport)  

 Followed by S Pierre du Bois (10bells, 11 cwt) 

   Vale Church (6 bells, 7cwt) 

   Town Church (8 bells, 21 cwt) 
 

It is expected that local ringers will be on hand to provide some transport between towers. 
 

 

JERSEY 
Friday 5th 2.00 - 3.30 pm   St John  (8 bells, 7 cwt) 

  5.00 - 6.30 pm  St Mark (6 bells, 10cwt) [in St Helier] 
 

  7.30 for 8.00 pm   Informal dinner: The Hampshire Hotel, Three courses and half bottle of 

wine for £21.50/head. Accommodation available:   tel 01534 724115   www.hampshirehotel.co.uk 

 Names for dinner to Anne Fraser by 14th June - please use the booking form. 
 

Saturday 6th   
    9.30 - 12.30  St John  - to include 8-bell striking competition starting at 10.00 am  

    and general ringing as time permits 

   10.00 - 12.30  St Mark - general ringing 
  

 Lunch: there are two pubs and a café close to the church, or sandwiches may be eaten in St John’s 

 Parish Hall (which will be open during the day for tea and coffee). 
 

mailto:Helen@tullochfarm.co.uk
http://www.alderneybells.com/
http://www.hampshirehotel.co.uk/
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   2.30 pm  Annual General Meeting St John’s Parish Hall  

     (to include competition results) followed by tea 

 Names for tea to Anne Fraser by 14th June - please use the booking form. 
  

   Both towers are available after tea for 1 hour if required  
 

 Sunday 7th 
Service ringing  9.15 – 10.00 am  St Mark     

   10.30 – 11.00 am  St John   

 

*Note from Jane Le Conte: These details can be found on the Guild website:  

http://www.wp-ringers.org.uk/newsite/news/newsdetail.asp?recnum=263  

Jersey ringers will offer accommodation to as many district ringers as they can. 

 

 

 

The Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers 

AGM 2013 hosted by the Channel Islands District 

Booking Form for activities Wednesday 03 July to Saturday 06 July 

 

 

Name (s) Mr Mrs Ms Other Mr Mrs Ms Other 

Email 

address   

Phone No home: mobile: 

ALDERNEY  

Wednesday   Flight/boat arrival time Tea Yes  /  No Dinner Required  7pm  Yes  /  No 

Thursday  Flight/boat arrival time Tea Yes  /  No Dinner Required  7pm  Yes  /  No 

GUERNSEY  

Friday  Flight/boat arrival time 

JERSEY  

Friday  Dinner  7.30pm Yes  /  No 

Saturday  Guild AGM and Tea  2.30pm Yes  /  No 
       

                             Please return to Anne Fraser by 14th June 

2013:     

 annefraser@jerseymail.co.uk     tel: 01534 870848   

 13 Holmgate Court, Claremont Road, St Helier, JERSEY, JE2 4RT   

http://www.wp-ringers.org.uk/newsite/news/newsdetail.asp?recnum=263

