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Editorial  Page Contents 
 

There is such a diverse variety of aspects 
to ringing and the district has been 
involved in a great many of them over the 
last six months.  As well as plenty of 
quarters and a few peals, new methods, 
new challenges and new ringers have all 
been embraced across the district.   
 

I remember when I first learnt to ring, if it 
was not said on the first day it was very 
soon after that you never stop learning in 
bell ringing, there is always something 
more to push onto.  I know I have a 
reputation for doing plenty of the 
pushing, I have even brought Helen 
Mc'ÒÅÇÏÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÏÆ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ȬÎÏȭ ÔÏ 
more ringing, but I see the district as 
providing opportunities which are not 
possible or at least very difficult to 
achieve on one island alone.  My 
experience has been of helpful and 
supportive ringers on all three islands 
and if anyone is desirous to ring 
something which cannot be done in your 
own tower just ask, as I have done, and 
you will be surprised what you will 
achieve.  But you may get a reputation for 
being too keen!! 
 

My great thanks again to all those who 
have contributed articles and news.  I 
have been pressing those around me at 
events I have attended to write them up 
for Les Cloches, the usual daunted, glazed 
look but nod of agreement is the reply.  
However, there are plenty more activities 
going on in the district and for us all to 
enjoy hearing your news please, please 
write a few lines (or nominate someone 
else too!).    

Keep ringing, Duncan   
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District Day Fri Feb 22 nd and Sat Feb 23rd  
Helen M McGregor 

 
I spent a very enjoyable early afternoon at TC with Judith working on tail end 
lengths/sally heights for fast, steady & slow ringing ɀ culminating in some excellent 
touches of bob doubles once we were joined by other ringers at 4.30pm J 
 
The late afternoon session was spent concentrating on Norwich S Minor, with 
particular emphasis on how to count the triple dodges on the back 
 
4ÈÁÔ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÁÔ 3Ô 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ×ÁÓ ÂÕÓÙ ÁÓ ÕÓÕÁÌ ɀ visiting only once a 
month I see great leaps of progress which can only be the result of much hard work 
by Phil and his band ɀ very exciting to be part of the band which had Molly  hunting 
ÏÎ φ ÆÏÒ %ÓÍÅȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÉÎÓÉÄÅ ÔÏ ÂÏÂ ÍÉÎÏÒ 
 
&ÏÒÅÓÔ ÏÎ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ *ÕÄÉÔÈȭÓ ÒÁÉÓÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÐÅÁÌ ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔÌÙ ÏÎ σȟ (ÁÒÒÉÅÔȭÓ ÉÎÓÉÄe 
ÆÏÒ ÂÏÂ ÄÏÕÂÌÅÓȟ %ÓÍÅȭÓ ÔÒÅÂÌÅ ÂÏÂÂÉÎÇ Ǫ 'ÅÍÍÁȭÓ ÒÏÕÎÄÓ ÒÉÎÇÉÎÇ ÂÁÃËÓÔÒÏËÅÓ ɀ all 
good stuff.  
 
Jane very kindly catered some lovely soup for lunch ɀ much appreciated on a very 
cold & snowy day.  
 
At TC we attempted a qtr of bob triples which although unsuccessful was wonderful 
practice ɀ an excellent opportunity for some long length ringing unavailable on a 
practice night 
 
4ÈÅ ÁÆÔÅÒÎÏÏÎ ÒÉÎÇÉÎÇ ÁÔ 3Ô 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÅËÅÎÄ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ɀ 
building on the theory & demonstrations of the morning we ultimately scored many 
many courses of treble bobbing with Anne, Helen, Rene, Rob, Judith, and Duncan ɀ 
with Jane as a floating helper. The piece de resistance however were the courses of  
Bastow Little Court ɀ  an absolute triumphJ 
 
Many thanks to all for a most productive and enjoyable weekend 
 

HMMcG 
 
 
 



4 

 

Challenge 60 
Mike Bubb  

 
The Vale Bellringers planned to ring 60 Quarter Peals in the year from 5th February 
ςπρς ÉÎ ÈÏÎÏÕÒ ÏÆ (- 1ÕÅÅÎȭÓ $ÉÁÍÏÎÄ *ÕÂÉÌÅÅ 
 
We did it!  The Rector laid down the challenge to ring 60 quarter peals in Accession 
year starting from 5th February 2012. 
 
The task seemed daunting at the time. We agreed that, if possible, all of the quarters 
×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÒÕÎÇ ÏÎ Á 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÂÕÔ ÆÏÒ ÂÁÃËÕÐ ×Å ÈÅÌÄ ÉÎ ÒÅÓÅÒÖÅ -ÏÎÄÁÙȭÓ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ 
practice. In addition there were the usual mid week services and of course jubilee 
weekend itself. We felt that it would be a challenge, but an achievable one, and that all 
of the band could participate. 
 
The one stipulation was that there should be a majority of Vale ringers in each 
quarter. 
 
Who rang? (in brackets are the number of quarters) 
 
From the Vale ɀ Mike Bubb (57) John David (59) Nicky David (52) Joe Allen(47) 
Duncan Loweth (21) Peter Gallienne (31) Colin Sarchet (27) Harry White (23) Robbie 
Sherwood (16) Pauline Marquis (4) and Helen Rolf (1). 
We were assisted by Paul Lawrence (4) Sue Park (6)David Reeve (1) Tim Wainwright 
(1) Mark Pizzey (1) Judith Lainé (1) all from the Town  Church and Dean Lee (4) and 
David Ely(3). 
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I conducted the majority (56) with John David (1) Peter Gallienne (2) and Joe Allen 
(1). 
 
We rang all together 75,879 changes and it took us 40 hours and 13 minutes. 
We rang 48 of doubles and 12 of minor. The most popular method was Grandsire 
Doubles with 13. 
 
We experimented with new methods.  All those taking part had personal milestones ɀ 
either first in method, first as conductor or even first quarter peal. 
 
) ×ÁÓ ÁÓËÅÄ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÉÎ ςπρσ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ ÍÙ ÆÁÖÏÕÒÉÔÅ ÑÕÁÒÔÅÒ ÐÅÁÌȢ 7ÅÌÌ ×Å ÈÁÄÎȭÔ ÒÕÎÇ 
ÔÈÁÔ ÏÎÅ ÙÅÔȢ ) ÔÈÉÎË ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅen that on 30th January 2013 when the 
ÆÉÎÁÌ ȰÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÁÌÌȱ ×ÁÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÈÁÄ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÄ ÏÕÒ ÇÏÁÌȢ -Ù ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ×ÁÓ 
the one on 29th December after the wedding where out of the six ringers involved 
five had rung 50 or more quarter peals in the year ɀ a remarkable achievement for us 
where the opportunity to ring away from home is restricted. Unlike UK ringers we 
cannot just jump in a car and ring around the country. 
I must thank the dedicated Vale ringers and our friends from the Town and elsewhere 
for their enthusiasm, not forgetting the Rector for his support and encouragement to 
undertake this challenge. 
 
Each week going to Town practice I was asked how far we had got. The best answer 
was on 31st January 2013 when I said ɀ done!   
 

MB 
 

Not the recommended way to attach muffles!  
John David 

 

 
JD 
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Bell Method Snowflakes  
Duncan Loweth  

 
Youȭre probably reading this in August so I hope you are 
not thinking about Christmas yet.  However, maybe like 
me you find the months fly by in the blink of an eye, so 
ÓÏÏÎ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÃÌÁÍÂÅÒÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÆÔ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÅ box of 
Christmas decorations, wrestling a tree into a stand and 
adorning it with a multitude of baubles, tinsel and 
lights. 
 
)ÔȭÓ ÁÌÌ ÖÅÒÙ Christmassy but there is something missing.  
"ÅÌÌ ÒÉÎÇÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÃÏÕÒÓÅȦ  3Ïȟ ÈÅÒÅȭÓ Á ÆÕÎ ÉÄÅÁ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ 
your Christmas more bell ringy ɀ method snowflakes! 

 
)Æ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÂÙ ÆÏÌÄÉÎÇ ÕÐ Á 
piece of paper, cutting out shapes and opening 
it out then ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÉÄÅÁ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙȢ  
)Æ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÄÏÎÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅÎ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ 
had a misspent youth for sure. 
 
3ÎÏ×ÆÌÁËÅÓ ɉÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÏÚÅÎ ÉÃÅ ÃÒÙÓÔÁÌ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ 
than the cocktail ɀ equal measures of amaretto 
and vodka shaken, poured over ice and a half 
measure of chocolate liqueur floated on top by 
pouring it over the back of a teaspoon) have 6 
ÆÏÌÄ ÓÙÍÍÅÔÒÙ ÓÏ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÆÏÌÄ 
your piece of paper in half, into thirds and then 
half again.  Of course you could just fold it in 

half and then in thirds which would give you 
three fold symmetry which sometimes happens 
ÓÏ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÁÌÌÏ× ÔÈÁÔȢ  )Æ ÙÏÕ ÃÕÔ ÂÏÔÈ sides of the 
wedge the same the resulting snowflake will 
have 12 fold symmetry, this is also permissible 
ÓÏ ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÏÒÒÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÉÔȢ 
 
Choose your favourite method(s) and cut the 
blue line ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÄÅÓ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ×ÅÄÇÅȢ  9ÏÕȭÌÌ 
want to experiment with different methods; 
drawing a whole course will result in finer detail 
so for bolder shapes try drawing single leads.   
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I found it difficult to draw methods 
evenly (my dodges in 3/4 were far too 
high, ruined the rhythm and the ringing 
was very lumpy) so I used squared paper 
to draw the lines out, scribbled the back 
with pencil and went over the top of the 
lines again leaving a faint outline to 
attack with my scissors.  

 
Not only will you have some fantastic 
decorations but it is also great for learning 
your methods ɀ do I go straight to lead 
ÁÆÔÅÒ ÄÏÕÂÌÅ ÄÏÄÇÉÎÇȟ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔȟ ) ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ 
do a place in thirds!   
 
.ÅØÔ ÔÉÍÅ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÉÎ Á ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÒÙ ÔÏ 
steal some flipchart paper at the end to make some massive stars which you could cut 
out entire touches on.   
 
)Æ ÙÏÕÒ ÁÐÐÅÔÉÔÅ ÆÏÒ Á ÂÅÌÌ ÒÉÎÇÙ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÉÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÕÎÓÁÔÉÓÆÉÅÄ ÔÒÙ ÇÏÏÇÌÉÎÇ ȬÂÅÌÌ ÍÅÔÈÏÄ 
ÐÏÌÙÈÅÄÒÁȭ and make some plain bob baubles. 
 

Your towers and homes will look stunning 
with these campanologically Christmassy 
additions and I look forward to your photos 
to publish in the next issue of Les Cloches. 
 
Merry Christmas 
DL
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Ruby Wedding Peal  

Mike Bubb  

Peals are rare at the Vale and even rarer when rung by a local band. 

To celebrate John and Nicky's Ruby wedding we had permission from the Rector to 
attempt one. It was initially planned for 2nd March, the day before the actual day, but 
due to one of the ringers not being available we postponed it to 6th March. 

We arrived to a cosy church - the heating being on to take the chill off the air. Bells 
rung up, ropes adjusted and off we went. First call - crunch - a senior moment from 
one of the ringers and a fire up - we had to stop. Deep breaths and off we went again. 
The extents rolled along. The high quality striking being maintained as we carried on 
to our goal. One nasty wobble in one of the extents of St Martins, which was soon 
sorted, and a cry of what are we ringing in one of the extents of Winchendon was the 
only time I had to say anything other than the method calls. 

As we got closer to the end there was no sign of tiring from the ringers. Joe on the 
tenor maintained a superb beat for us to follow. As I changed from St Simons to 
Grandsire I hear a brief prayer from Joe ( Grandsire was the last method and they 
knew we were close to the end) Final single and "thats all" was called. A big YES from 
Joe. We had completed the peal and he had rung his first. 

What next. Well the Rector had asked for us to attempt one for the 60th anniversary 
of the Coronation. As they say - watch this space. 

The Peal completed on Saturday, 16th March 2013 in 2hrs 41mins 

5040 Doubles in 11 methods 

2 extents Reverse Canterbury Pleasure Place, 4 extents each Plain Bob, Eynesbury 
Bob, Huntley Place, St Remigius Bob, St Osmund Bob, St Martin's Bob, Winchendon 
Place, St Nicholas Bob, St Simon's Bob and Grandsire. 

Bell ringers: 

1 Paul Lawrence  
2 Nicky David  
3 John David  
4 Peter Gallienne  
5 Michael Bubb (Captain) 
6 Joe Allen  

This was a Ruby Wedding compliment to John and Nicky David. 

First peal for Joe Allen. 

MB 
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District Weekend April 26th & 27th Guernsey  
Helen M McGregor 

 
Sadly fog prevented the arrival of 2 old ringing friends and their 13yr old novice-
ringer son from UK.  We had hoped that their son would particularly enjoy ringing 
with some of the Elizabeth college boys who meet every Tuesday at Vale and Young 
Joe from SÔ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓȢ !ÎÙ×ÁÙ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ - but Alex, Bailey and Young Joe joined 
Helen, Judith, Peter, Stephen, Rob, Duncan, Paul & Sue  at TC from 2.30 ɀ 4pm for 
some fun ringing J 
 
)Ô ×ÁÓ ÄÉÓÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ $ÕÎÃÁÎȭÓ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÈÁÄ ÃÈÏÓÅÎ Á τÔÈ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ 
in UK but even after his departure at 4pm he remained with us in spirit due to the 
magnificent & very yummy Chocolate Cake he left for us to enjoy in his absence. Jane, 
Phil & Tim swelled the numbers for the 8 bell practice at TC and we had some 
excellent treble bobbing & Kent. The Yorkshire needed a bit of polishing tho L 
 
4ÈÅ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÁÔ 3Ô 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ×ÁÓ ÖÅÒÙ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÔÈÕÓÉÁÓÔÉÃ ÁÎÄ 
increasingly proficienÔ 3Ô 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ÒÉÎÇÅÒÓȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ Á ÊÏÙ ÔÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄ ÓÕÃÈ Á ÈÁÐÐÙ 
practice. Phil made good use of everyone who had gone on from TC and we had 
touches of bob doubles called by Esme, lots of bob triples and some good rounds and 
call changes etc 
 
Saturday morning and we were back at TC with the chocolate cakeJ . Good to have 
Jenny & Harriet coming along to District practices, I hope that leaning on Harriet to 
ÒÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÆÔÅÒÎÏÏÎ ÑÔÒÓ ÈÁÓÎȭÔ ÐÕÔ ÈÅÒ ÏÆÆ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÓÕÂÓÅÑÕÅÎÔ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ 
practices L 

 
Jane hosted everyone to a much appreciated lunch then it was off for more ringing. 
 
The afternoon was a triumph (or 2)! ɀ A wonderful quarter of Bob Triples when 
Harriet gave a magnificent performance on the treble 
St Pierre du Bois, Saturday, 27 April 2013 in 45 mins (11) 
1260 Plain Bob Triples 
1 Harriet A Payne  
2 Helen M McGregor  
3 Jane Le Conte  
4 Phil Le Conte  
5 Tim Wainwright  
6 Peter J R Bevis  
7 Stephen A Rossiter (C) 
8 Paul Lawrence  
1st away from cover: 1. To mark the induction of Rev'd Mark Charmley to the parish 
of St. Pierre du Bois. 
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Some of the band stayed behind to help ring for the service while the remainder went 
on to Forest for a quick pep talk on ringing Norwich S Minor prior to the second 
quarter of the day 
 
St. Marguerite de la Foret, Saturday, 27 April 2013 in 43 mins 
1320 Norwich Surprise Minor 
1 Helen M McGregor  
2 Sue Park  
3 Jane Le Conte  
4 Paul Lawrence  
5 Peter J R Bevis  
6 Stephen A Rossiter (C) 
1st in method 2 & 4. 
 
Next we have to get Paul & Sue to ring spliced Cambridge & Norwich ɀ watch this 
space!! 
 
Finally (almost) finishing the chocolate cake we enjoyed a final chat before crossing 
the road and flying back to Alderney. 
 
Huge thanks to all the Guernsey ringers for looking after us so well all weekend. We 
were provided with accommodation, transport & food ɀ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÍÕÃÈ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ 
than that J 

 
Helen, Peter & Stephen  

HMMcG 
 

Engagement 
Duncan Loweth  

 

I was very fortunate on the 18th May 2013 when Gemma 
Wickersham accepted my marriage proposal!  Gemma has 
been in Guernsey for just over 12 months and originates 
from Milton Keynes.  She is a Financial Advisor by trade but 
a violinist by passion and regularly plays in the Guernsey 
Symphony Orchestra.  Gemma has had a few goes at bell 
ringing and can plain hunt on 6 in hand and Helen McGregor 
has got her ringing the whole pull on her own in the tower.  
Our marriage will be at the Vale Church, Guernsey in July 

next year.  We are both very grateful for all the best wishes and quarter footnotes we 
have received.  

DL 
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Engagement ringing  
 

Helen M McGregor 
 
5 Alderney ringers were over-nighting in Reading when we heard the news of 
Duncan's engagement so it was an easy task to find 3 more ringers who knew Duncan 
(a regular attendee at CI training weekends in Reading) for a superb quarter peal: 
 
Minster Church of St. Mary the Virgin 
Sunday, 19 May 2013 in 52 mins (26) 
1280 Bristol Surprise Major 
Composed by Roger Baldwin 
1 June A Saint 
2 June D Wells 
3 Jack Page 
4 Helen M McGregor 
5 Kelvin R Britton 
6 Peter J R Bevis 
7 E John Wells 
8 Stephen A Rossiter (C) 
 
To celebrate the engagement of Duncan Loweth to Gemma Wickersham on 18th May 
2013. With best wishes from all the band. 

 

 
HMMcG 
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Calling 720s of regular minor methods 
 

Dear Duncan,  

 

In Jersey, we are working our way through quarter peals of the 41 regular surprise minor 

methods. We were not sure of the rules for calling a 720 of 6ths place methods. This 

confusion arose because the standard calling is 'in out in' X3, but in some of the methods 

the 'out' comes before the 'in' and in the others, vice versa. Actually the real confusion was 

caused by the fact that I am 'a bear of very little brain' and advised David Clare to call 'out 

in out' X3. This works, but produces 65s at backstroke which made people think that 

something was wrong. So, I wrote down from first principles how to call a 720 of any 

regular surprise minor method and the result is the attached short document. Do you think 

that the readers of 'Les Cloches' would be interested in such a statement of the obvious? If 

so, please feel free to publish. If not, then my afternoon was not completely wasted, as I 

am now sure about how a 720 is called (everybody else, it seems, already knew!). 

 

All the best, 

Richard Herrisser 

****  

Richard, 

 

Thank you, I didn't already know so it's useful for me!  

 

Regards, 

Duncan  

****  

 

 

Richard Herrissier 
 

There are many ways to call a 720 of a regular minor method, this short piece explains the 

traditional, simplest way of doing so leaving the tenor unaffected and without ó65ôs at 

backstroke. In any regular minor method, plain or treble bob, there are five lead ends in a 

plain course. The occurrence of the following numbers at the lead end is part of the 

definition of óregularô, the lead ends occur in four possible sequences:  

 

A  B  C  D 

123456 123456 123456 123456 

135264 156342 164523 142635 

156342 142635 135264 164523 

164523 135264 142635 156342 

142635 164523 156342 135264 

123456 123456 123456 123456 
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2nds Place Methods 

 

When calling a simple 720 (i.e., tenor unaffected by the bobs) of a regular 2nds place 

method, the calling position ówrongô or óWô (when the tenor is in 5ths place at backstroke 

at the lead end) always occurs before the calling position óhomeô or óHô (when the tenor is 

in 6ths place at backstroke at the lead end). The calling of four bobs W, H, W, H will 

produce two courses of any method. The omission of any one of the four bobs will 

produce a row after two courses with the tenor in the home position and with three bells 

out of their home position. The repetition of this twice (three times in total) will produce 

rounds. In a treble bob method, this touch will be 720 changes long, in a plain method it 

will produce 360 changes, which can be doubled by calling two ósinglesô at lead ends 360 

changes apart. It is traditional to call this 720 by omitting the bob (H) when the fifth is also 

in its home position (i.e., in 5ths place at backstroke). This produces a 720 (or 360) 

without ó65ôs at backstroke and with 56 together at each part end. The four simplest 

callings of the 720s of seconds place methods with treble bob hunts are as follow:  

 

 

A 

123456 

123564 (bob W) 

136245 

164352 

145623 

145236 (bob H) 

145362 (bob H) 

156423 

162534 

123645 

134256 (no bob) 

 

repeat twice  

B 

123456 

156342  

142635 

123564 (bob W) 

164352 

145236 (bob H) 

136524 

124653 

145362 (bob W) 

162534 

134256 (no bob) 

 

repeat twice  

C 

123456 

164523 

123564 (bob W) 

145623 

136245 

145236 (bob H) 

162345 

145362 (bob W) 

123645 

156423 

134256 (no bob) 

 

repeat twice  

D 

123456 

142635 

164523 

156342 

123564 (bob W) 

145236 (bob H) 

124653 

162345 

136524 

145363 (bob W) 

134256 (no bob) 

 

repeat twice  
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6ths Place Methods 
 

When calling a simple 720 of a 6ths place method (i.e., tenor unaffected by the bobs), the 

same lead ends occur as in 2nds place methods and in the same four sequences. There are 

two simple calling positions (i.e., tenor unaffected), the óinô or óIô when the tenor is in 2nds 

place at the backstroke lead end and óoutô or óOô when the tenor is in 3rds place at the 

backstroke of the lead end. You will see from the four sequences of lead ends that the I 

occurs before the O in two of the four sequences (C&D) and the O occurs before the I in 

the other two (A&B). The calling of four bobs, at both óIôs and both óOôs will produce two 

courses of any method. The omission of any one of the four bobs will produce after two 

courses a row with the tenor in the home position and with three bells out of their home 

position. The repetition of this twice (three times in total) will produce rounds. In a treble 

bob method, this will be 720 changes long, in a plain method it will produce 360 which 

can be doubled by calling two ósinglesô at lead ends 360 changes apart. It is traditional to 

call this 720 by omitting the bob (O) when the fifth is also unaffected by the bob (the 1
st
 

possible bob in A&B, the 4
th
 possible bob in C&D - see diagram below). This produces a 

720 (or 360) without ó65ôs at backstroke and with 56 together at each part end.  
 

The four simplest callings of the 720s of sixths place methods with treble bob hunts are as 

follow:  
 

A 

123456 

135264 

156342 (no bob) 

164235 (bob I) 

143652 

135426 

152364 

126435 (bob O) 

163542 (bob I) 

134625 

142356 

 

repeat twice  

B 

123456 

156342 (no bob) 

142635 

135264 

164235 (bob I) 

135426 

126435 (bob O) 

135642 

142563 

163542 (bob I) 

142356 

 

repeat twice  

C 

123456 

164235 (bob I) 

152364 

143652 

126435 (bob O) 

154326 

163542 (bob I) 

125463 

134625 

156234 (no bob) 

142356  

 

repeat twice  

D 

123456 

142635 

164235 (bob I) 

126435 (bob O) 

142563 

154326 

135642 

163542 (bob I) 

156234 (no bob) 

125463 

142356 

 

repeat twice  

 

So,  
 

To call a 720 (without ó65ôs at backstroke) of any 2nds place minor method with a 

treble bob hunt, call the tenor óWrongô óHomeô óWrongô three times.  
 

To call a 720 (without ó65ôs at backstroke) of any 6ths place minor method with a 

treble bob hunt, call the tenor óInô óOutô óInô  three times.  
 

For plain methods the same formulae apply (but repeated five times not twice, i.e., a total 

of six blocks of two courses) with the addition of two singles 360 changes apart.  

RH 
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Proposal for future District Meetings, to be discussed at ADM Sept 
21st on Jsy 

Jane Le Conte 
Helen wishes the ADM to discuss her proposal re the change in district meetings. This 
is an attempt by the committee to make district meetings more inclusive and to 
attract more attendees. There are some interesting proposals here and they merit 
some consideration. Please read and inwardly digest and then contribute to the 
discussion at the ADM                   JLC 
 

Original Proposal (emailed around to towers in early June) 
Helen M MCGregor 

Dear All, 
 

Thoughts from the Master 
 

1. Attendance at Spring meeting not great :-( 

2. Alderney soon to join Jersey & Guernsey to have enough bells to practice 8 bell ringing 

3. Guild always send a rep to our ADM in Sept. 

4.The District always pays for a judge for the 6 bell 
 

This leads me to propose something quite radical!!! 
 

Should we move our 6 bell inter tower competition to the Spring meeting, judged by 

independent outsider funded by District. At our ADM in Sept can we have an inter- island 

8 bell competition. 3 teams ringing same piece of (alternating annually) triples/major, 

judged by Guild rep in a friendly competition. The island team can be the responsibility of 

the District Officer for that island, or their nominee. 
 

I personally don't think it fair to ask Guild rep in Sept to judge maybe 10 teams ringing 

lots of different methods, however much more straight forward to judge a max of 3 teams 

ringing the same piece. Letôs make some use of the Guild's attendance at our ADM! 
 

Please can we have good discussion about this at Sept ADM? Obviously will need a clear 

majority at ADM before such a major change could be effected. This proposal is intended 

as an item for discussion and definitely not a foregone conclusion, I am confident there 

will be many views for and against - let's have them :-) 

 
Update 
 
I have so far received only views in favour of 6 bell inter-tower competition in Spring 
Meeting (external judge) and 8 bell inter-island competition in Autumn Meeting 
(Guild judge). This change to our settled pattern MUST be fully aired at ADM Sept 
21st in Jersey. If you are unable to attend please make your views known to Jane Le 
Conte, janeleconte@hotmail.co.uk 
 

mailto:janeleconte@hotmail.co.uk
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The 4th Saturdays on Guernsey have been fun but sadly no-one was able to come  
from Jersey; usually only 3 Alderney  ringers  came over and there were a limited 
number of Guernsey ringers able to attend regularly ɀ though I am hugely grateful to 
Jane, Duncan, Sue , Paul, Tim W,  Judith, Phil, Anne and Renee for their unfailing 

month has been a huge benefit which I would like publicl
number of people have indicated that greater support may be gleaned for less 
frequent events than monthly. The final nail in the coffin of the Guernsey 4th 
Saturdays is the augmentation on Alderney. In good conscience I cannot any longer 
cancel the Alderney Saturday morning practice to swan off to Guernsey to ring. I feel 
the 4th Saturdays have definitely resulted in closer links being forged between 
Alderney & Guernsey ringers but we must now move on. 
 
If I may for a moment assume that we will have a 6 bell & an 8 bell competition then I 
would propose for each island to host ONE event every year ɀ the third meeting to 
have a focus on training eg ITTS or Judging a striking competition or raising & 
lowering in peal etc COMBINED with quiz/supper with raffle as I would like some 
ÆÕÎÄÒÁÉÓÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÏÆÆÅÒ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÒÉÎÇÅÒÓȭ ÔÒÁÖÅÌȢ  ) 
do urge all ringers to make every effort to attend all 3 events. 
 
Dates/Venues for 2014  
2014 is the year for Ay to host the all -important 6 bell. Shall we then proceed 
alphabetically around the 3 islands? We hold our ADM on 3rd Sat in Sept ɀ Sept 20th. 
Please can we fix dates for other meetings now? 
Spring, Alderney: Inter tower 6 bell, external Judge. 
Summer, Guernsey: Training (organised by District Ringing Master)& social organised 
by local ringers 
Autumn, Jersey: ADM, friendly 8 bell inter-island* 224 Grandsire Triples**. Guild 
judge. Sept 20th 
*A small wooden bell is going to be carved from a piece of the original Ay bell frame, 
the Ay band offer this to the District as the trophy for the 8 bell. 
**Rules for Inter-Island 8 bell to duplicate rules for Guild District 8 bell ɀ rounds not 
marked, 4 mins practice etc but the committee will specify the method & touch. For 
the first year we could perhaps specify the touch that the District team rang for this 
yearȭs Guild competition ɀ plain, bob, plain, bob, plain, bob, plain, single, repeat 
 
Dates/Venues for 2015  
Spring, Gsy: Inter tower 6 bell, external Judge. 
Summer, Jsy: Training (organised by District Ringing Master) & social organised by 
local ringers 
Autumn , Ay: 8 bell to be 224 Major, method & touch to be specified by committee and 
announced at Spring Meeting. 

HMMcG 
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Spring meeting - 25 th  May weekend on Guernsey  
Helen M McGregor 

 
What a roller coaster weekend J 
Kicking off with a great quarter at Forest: 
 

St. Marguerite de la Forest,  

Friday, 24 May 2013 in 42 mins 

1320  Surprise Minor (2m),  

720 Norwich; 600 Cambridge 

1 June A Saint   4 Peter J R Bevis  

2 Paul Lawrence   5 Duncan Loweth 

3 Helen M McGregor  6 Stephen A Rossiter (C) 

To celebrate the engagement of Duncan Loweth to Gemma Wickersham. 
 

Then we were joined by visitors from Isle of Man for wonderful S major practice ɀ 3 
leads of Bristol silent and non-conducted,  whole course of Bristol, 6 leads of London, 
half a course of Cambridge and 3 separate whole courses of Yorkshire ɀ brilliant fun  
 

!ÆÔÅÒ Á ÃÈÉÐ ÓÕÐÐÅÒ ×Å ÈÅÁÄÅÄ ÏÆÆ ÔÏ 3Ô 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ÆÏÒ 0ÈÉÌȭÓ ÂÕÓÙ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅȟ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ 
more advanced than last month and just as friendly. 
 

Saturday morning general ringing at Forest was Morning Exercise Delight, Water S 
minor (London with 6 th place lead end), Wells, Norwich, Stedman, plain hunt on 5 & 
covering & bob doubles. 
 

The short business meeting heard Anne Fraser tell us that Jersey had cancelled the 
mini  ring which had been under consideration for the Guild AGM in July due to 
concerns over poor take up from the Guild. 
 

Paul & Lin Lawrence provided a most enjoyable lunch at their home & then it was off 
ÔÏ 3Ô 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ÆÏÒ ς ÑÕÁÒÔÅÒ ÐÅÁÌÓȡ 
 

St Pierre du Bois, Saturday, 25 May 2013 in 43 mins (11 cwt) 

1250  Yorkshire Surprise Major  

1 Peter Gallienne  

2 June A Saint  

3 Paul Lawrence  

4 Peter J R Bevis  

5 Helen M McGregor  

6 Phil Le Conte  

7 Duncan Loweth  

8 Stephen A Rossiter (C) 

1st Surprise Major:3 
0ÁÕÌȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÑÕÁÒÔÅÒ ÏÆ 3ÕÒÐÒÉÓÅ -ÁÊÏÒ ×ÁÓ Á 42)5-0( J, we all congratulated him at 
the end ɀ very well done Paul, all your homework paid offJ 
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St Pierre du Bois, Saturday, 25 May 2013 in 44 mins (11 cwt) 

1260  Plain Bob Triples  

1 Esme White  

2 June A Saint  

3 Helen M McGregor  

4 Rob Gorton  

5 Mike Bubb  

6 Duncan Loweth  

7 Stephen A Rossiter (C) 

8 Phil Le Conte  

1st inside for triples: 4 
 

2ÏÂȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÔÒÉÐÌÅÓ ÉÎÓÉÄÅ was very impressive ɀ major next month I think please Rob. 
 

We then headed off to the coast for an ice cream and a snooze in the sun before 
dinner but Duncan had other ideas ɀ handbells-by-the-sea: 
 

Portelet Harbour, Saturday, 25 May 2013 in 45 mins 

1264  Plain Bob Major  

1ɀ2 Peter J R Bevis  

3ɀ4 Helen M McGregor  

5ɀ6 Stephen A Rossiter (C) 

7ɀ8 Duncan Loweth  

1st Major on handbells: 7-8 

To celebrate the engagement of Duncan Loweth to Gemma Wickersham. 
 

 

 
The evening meal had been organised by Paul Lawrence & was held in The Imperial 
Hotel.  14 ringers with some family enjoyed a wonderful evening, chatting & 
ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÅËÅÎÄȭÓ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔÓȢ 4ÈÅ !ÌÄÅÒÎÅÙ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÇÅÎÔ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙ ÓÌÅÐÔ 
VERY well that night ɀ we were totally rung out!! 

 
Many thanks to Jane for all the 
organising, Paul for lunch, Tim & 
Duncan for accommodating us all & 
Duncan for all the lifts ɀ tremendous 
funJ 

HMMcG 


