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We enter the year 2015 and look back at 
the first true peal rung 300 years ago.  
)ÔȭÓ ÅÁÓÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÎË ÎÏÔ ÍÕÃÈ ÈÁÓ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ 
over the centuries and in many cases a 
modern ringer and one from the 18th 
century could well understand each 
other and ring harmoniously. 
 
However, in the majority of contexts we 
have come a long way.  Gone are the 
days where the bell chamber is a male 
only area where as they ring they get 
drunk on the barrels of beer with which 
they are paid.  Modern technology has 
vastly improved the sound, striking and 
safety of our bells and towers as well as 
enabling new ways to teaching, learning 
and practicing.  
 
Now we are in a new year we too must 
look forward; each of us has the agency 
to push towards the future and I 
challenge all of us, myself included, to do 
something in 2015 for the benefit of 
ringing in general as well as for our own 
progression.   This could be anything 
from introducing a new ringer or 
helping at a training day to standing for 
office at tower, district or central council 
level.   
 
What is most pleasing is how many in 
the Channel Islands will have already 
surpassed this challenge by the time this 
newsletter is published in February. 
 
The future of bell ringing in the Channel 
Islands is exactly what we make of it 
now. 
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A Bailiwick WW1 commemoration in Guernsey.  
John David 

 
There had been some discussion earlier in the year about ringing for the 
ÃÅÎÔÅÎÁÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 'ÒÅÁÔ 7ÁÒȢ  Ȱ.ÏÒÍÁÌȱ ÒÉÎÇÉÎÇ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ×Å ÄÏ ÏÎ 
Sundays or on joyful occasions such as Liberation Day would not be 
appropriate. Half-muffled ringing would have been possible, but this is 
usually associated with Remembrance Sunday. It seemed that something 
more noteworthy would be better. 
 
I had been looking at the Bailiwick of Guernsey Roll of Honour list on The 
Channel Islands and the Great War website, to check the details given for 
my uncle Charlie who died in 1918, and noticed that the total number of 
killed or missing was 1470. Playing with the figures, I realised that chiming 
1470 times at 20-second intervals would last just over 8 hours ɀ the length 
of the working day, and that if the Town Church tenor could be chimed 
from the ground floor, then it would be possible to for anybody to chime 
the bell, and relatives of those who had been lost who would be able to 
take part. No skill would be needed. Also as a memorial in a form unlikely 
to be repeated it would be all the more memorable. Everyone who passed 
through Town would hear it and it was hoped realise its significance. 
 
The Town Church ringers agreed to support the proposal, and the Dean of 
Guernsey gave his permission for the use of the Church. Duncan the 
steeplekeeper borrowed a couple of pulleys from his counterpart at the 
Vale, and arranged that the rope from the (normally unused) Ellacombe 
hammer could be extended to the ground floor. A firm pull of about a foot 
gave a satisfactory sound. A press release was prepared and sent to the 
Press and the local radio and TV stations, most took it up and gave 
ÆÁÖÏÕÒÁÂÌÅ ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃÉÔÙȢ 4ÈÅ "ÁÉÌÉÆÆȭÓ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ×ÁÓ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
Bailiff agreed most eagerly to chime the first minute.  
 
At the Town Church the day started just before 9am with a welcome and 
ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ÆÒÏÍ 2ÅÖȭÄ *ÏÈÎ ,ÕÆÆȟ ÐÒÉÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÃÈÁÒÇÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÍÉÎÕÔÅȟ 
three chimes, was taken by Sir Richard Collas, the Bailiff; he was followed 
by the PreÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÃÁÌ 2ÏÙÁÌ "ÒÉÔÉÓÈ ,ÅÇÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ 2ÅÖȭÄ *ÏÈÎ ,ÕÆÆ 
ɉ×ÈÏÓÅ ÇÒÁÎÄÆÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÎÁÍÅȟ ÌÉËÅ ÍÙ ÕÎÃÌÅȭÓȟ ÉÓ ÏÎ ÂÏÔÈ ÔÈÅ )ÓÌÁÎÄ ÁÎÄ 
Elizabeth College memorials). Following them, the rope was made 
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available to all comers ɀ and they kept on coming. Probably about 450 
people were involved altogether; about 420 signed the record book, and 
117 casualties were remembered by name. Ringers from all the Guernsey 
towers kept proceedings in order and ensured that the regular 20-second 
interval was maintained.  
 
The local Press, Radio, and Television were present at various times, and 
the BBC TV local news that evening opened with pictures of the Bailiff and 
others chiming the bell.  
 
So, no, we did not ring, but we did give the opportunity for a lot of people 
to take an active part in a significant commemoration, and the repeated 
and insistent chiming could not help but be heard by all who passed 
through the town centre during the course of the day.  
 
Once again, an appreciation of the help given by ringers, not only from the 
Town Church, but from all the Guernsey towers ɀ without them, the day 
could not have been marked in the way it was. 
 
[The record book of the day has been deposited at the Priaulx Library on 
long-term loan.] 
 

JD 
 

Waiting for the 
start, 8.58am. 
John David, Sir 
Richard Collas 
(Bailiff), Paul 
Lawrence and 
Sue Park. In the 
background, Liz 
Walton of the 
The Channel 
Islands and the 
Great War 
website 
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A general 
view at 
noon. 
Chiming  in 
the 
background, 
Rene 
operating 
the tally 
counter, and 
at the 
bottom left, 
signing the 
record book 
 
 

 
 

At the end, some of the Guernsey ringers who supervised the chiming. 
 
(l -r) John David, Nicky David, John Lihou, Judith Lainé, Jane Le Conte, Paul 
Lawrence, Joe Allen. 
 

(Photos Joe Allen) 
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Alderney sweep the board  
Helen M McGregor 

 
We have got almost 2 dozen names on the books here in AlderneyJ and so 
we were very grateful to the District committee in allowing us to enter 3 
teams for the annual 6 bell competition which we were hosting on 
September 20th. 
 
 Puffins : 1.  Pam Pearson,  2. Philippa arditti 3. Helen McGregor, 4. Peter 
Bevis, 5. Stephen Rossiter(c), 6. Heather Winder - a touch of bob doubles 
 
Blonde Hedgehogs : 1. Laura Bevis, 2. Jane Fraser, 3. Aileen Wilson, 4. John 
Mackey, 5. Peter Bevis (c), 6. Maurice Stupart - plain courses of Grandsire 
Doubles 
 
Ringed Plovers : 1. Maddy Winder, 2. Victoria McAllister, 3. Pam Pearson ɀ 
as an emergency replacement for Dani Hill who was needed for childcare 
due to late start of competition, 4. Peter Bennion, 5. Helen McGregor (c), 6. 
Donald Hughes - plain hunt on 5 
 
Special thanks to Keith Salmon and Anneisabelle Boulon who kindly stood 
in where necessary during the various extra practices even though they 
were unable to attend on the day.   
 
7Å ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ȬÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÎÇȭ ÁÇÁinst each other during our usual practices 
when we had been judged by our novices Trevor & Helen Blades, Sue 
Ewart & June Banister. In addition we had been turning out for extra 
sessions devoted entirely to our competition pieces ɀ well done AlderneyJ 
On our own bells maybe, just maybe, we could now actually give Jersey a 
run for their money 
 
4ÈÅ ÔÅÎÓÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÒÉÓÉÎÇȢȢȢȢȢ×ÈÅÎ ×Å ×ÏÎ ÈÅÒÅ ÉÎ ςπρρ *ÅÒÓÅÙ ÈÁÄÎȭÔ ÂÅÅÎ 
able to get to Alderney as the Aurigny  schedule is wholly incompatible 
with a day trip from Jersey L  but this year the Jersey ringers had excelled 
themselves & chartered a plane (& filled the return with Ay residents going 
shopping to Jsy!!!). Guernsey ringers Duncan Loweth, Tim Smith, Christine 
Lenfesty and Paul Lawrence had started to arrive on Thursday & Friday so 
×Å ÁÌÌ ×ÅÎÔ ÔÏ 'ÌÏÒÉÁȭÓ ÆÏÒ Á ÐÒÅ-competition supper on Friday night after 
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all we were fully prepared.....cakes made, belfry hoovered, stairs swept, 
ÅØÔÒÁ ÃÈÁÉÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÈÏÃÏÌÁÔÅÓ ÁÌÌ ÉÎ ÓÉÔÕȟ ÊÕÄÇÅÓ ÅÙÒÉÅ ɉ0ÈÉÌÉÐÐÁȭÓ 
ensuite) immaculate, spare rooms dusted ɀ we went to bed Fri 19th 
Sept....expectant, excited and exhausted. 
 
We woke to .......fogL ÓÏ ÔÈÉÃË ÙÏÕ ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÓÅÅ Á ÈÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÁÃÅ 
at the airportL  
 
The morning was spent texting Justin and Jane at Jersey & Guernsey 
airport respectively...were they going to take off, was their flight cancelled 
or just delayed, would the Taylor Shield get here, where were the Judges? 
We spent the morning in a huge state of flux and frustration ɀ all our plans 
ruinedL  
 
We heard that the Gsy plane was cancelled. What could we salvage? We 
asked Duncan if he would consider please being the judge of our 3 
Alderney teams and a team made up with the 3 remaining Guernsey 
ringers and 3 from Ay, we got a txt from Justin asking if it was permissible 
under the rules for one Jsy ringer to ring 2 bells (we said yes) 
...wait...what.....you are on your way?!? . ****Huge thanks are due to the 5 
Jersey ringers who embarked on their journey KNOWING that they would 
be ineligible to be placed in the competition as their 6th ringer had already 
had their flight cancelled from Guernsey**** 
....and the Judges may even get here tooJ 
 
The vicar had been due to make the draw at 12noon but at that point we 
ÓÔÉÌÌ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÏ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÇÅÔ ÈÅÒÅ - if anyone. Very very happily 5 Jersey 
ringers and the Guild Master ɀ Viv Nobbs - and her husband Graham who 
was going to judge the competition,  all landed at 2pm, were collected and 
ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÓÔÒÁÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ 0ÈÉÌÉÐÐÁȭÓ ÇÁÒÄÅÎ ÆÏÒ ÌÕÎÃÈ Ǫ ÔÈÅ ÄÒÁ× ÔÈÅÎ ×Å 6%29 
secretly asked Jersey to have a quick practice so the judges could check 
they could hear the bells.. 
 
Jersey (with one Alderney ringer) making it a scratch team, rang bob 
doubles on the old back 6. Treble Judy Collins, 2. Richard Harris, 3. Stephen 
Rossiter (Ay), 4. Anne Fraser, 5. Justin Read (c), 6. Peter Routier 
..and the competition was underwayJJ 
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The first team to ring were the Alderney puffins & they scored 27,then the 
blonde hedgehogs rang and scored 34 , then the ringed plovers scored 82, 
then the Guernsey scratch team (with Philippa & Aileen from Ay) rang 
plain courses of Grandsire & scored 42, and finally the Jersey scratch team 
scored 17. 

 
L-R = Helen (Puffin & 
Ringed Plover), Heather 
(Puffin), John (Blonde 
Hedgehog), Aileen 
(Blonde Hedgehog & 
Guernsey), Peter (Puffin & 
Blonde Hedgehog), 
Donald (Ringed Plover), 
Jane (Blond Hedgehog), 
Victoria (Ringed Plover) & 
Maurice (Blonde 
Hedgehog) 
 

My friends will know that I rate the middle bells as far and away the most 
important area of the band ɀ always put your best ringers in the middle I 
say, time and time again ɀ all this emphasis on the front & back ɀ hooey ɀ 
what you need is a superb middle & that can lift a mediocre band. I am 
absolutely certain that it was ONLY because they had an Ay ringer on the 3 
that Jsy accumulated so few points 
 
3Ï ×Å ÓÔÉÌÌ ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÏÕÒ 0ÕÆÆÉÎÓ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÁÔÅÎ ρππϷ *ÅÒÓÅÙȟ 
we will now have to wait another  3 years to find out J 

HMMcG 
 
St James' Guild Visited Alderney  

Helen M MCGregor 
 
The Alderney band were delighted to welcome 13 members of the St 
James' Guild to both our Saturday morning practice on August 30th & 
Sunday Service ringing the following day. 
 
Making good use of the visitors we enjoyed many attempts at differing 
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numbers of leads of Cambridge S Major giving Aileen, Heather & Pam a 
great intro into S Major while John did stirling work on the treble.  
 
Later we first watched treble bobbing on 12 then Laura, Aileen, Pam & 
Heather each had a go. John had an opportunity to ring Grandsire Triples 
with a rock steady band around him, Laura's first blows of Cambridge 
minor inside was a faultless plain course, Aileen's first ever treble to a 
plain course of Plain bob Caters was quite excellent. Donald, Dani & 
Maurice rang first class rounds and call changes on 12 
 
Ringing with the master of the St Paul's Cathedral Ringers & ringers who 
had rung on the Jubilee Barge on the Thames ahead of the Queen in June 
2012 was both exhilarating & terrifying 
though they did much to make us feel 
at ease 
 
The Ay band were delighted to see 
Helen concentrating & counting very 
very hard when she joined the visitors 
for a touch of Stedman Cinques for the 
service touch on Sunday morning :-) 
 
We are now all very much looking 
forward to the ASCY band coming over in October 
 
Photo: The St James' Guild peal band (with Helen & Peter) enjoying supper 
at the Harbour Lights  
 
Saint James' Guild 
Alderney , Channel Islands, St Anne 
Saturday 30 August 2014 in 3h 20 (13) 
5088 Bristol Surprise Maximus  
Composed: John S Warboys 
1   David J Dearnley 
2   Rosalind J Keech 
3   Katharine J Firman 
4   Linda M Garton 

5   David C Brown (C) 
6   Jennifer M Herriott 
7   W Nigel G Herriott 
8   Graham G Firman 

9   Graham M Bradshaw 
10   Paul N Mounsey 
11   Simon A Rudd 
12   John P Loveless 

In memory of Agnes L Herriott, mother of Nigel, passed away August 29.  
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Bells in Italy  
Kevin Northover  

 
The church clock bells here do a strange yet logical thing chiming through 
the hours.  For example, at say 7 o'clock they ring 7 times, then at the 
quarter they ring 7 times with one ring on a different bell, then at 7.30. 7 
rings with 2 on a different bell, and so on, which means that you know 
what time it is without looking, as long as you can count, whereas with 
ours we only know it is quarter or half past the hour but not which hour 
without  looking at a clock.  So, in a sense it is a better system. 
 
That's what comes of sitting on my veranda with a Campari and letting my 
mind wander! 
 

KN 
 
 
 
Alderney Outing to Guernsey Oct 11th 2014  
 

Helen M MCGregor 
 
The Alderney ringers decided it was time to visit our friends on Guernsey 
and knew that the Reading ringers could probably be prevailed upon to 
support us in this venture as they have done so often in the past. 
 
All 4 Guernsey towers were emailed and 3 replied within the week 
granting permission to ring, the Reading ringers said 'yes' so we were all 
set 
 
Unfortunately as the day arrived Aileen was convalescing, Heather was in 
Holland, Pam in UK and Victoria at work but Alderney ringers Donald, Jane 
F, Philippa, Helen, Peter & Steve were joined by  June Saint, John & June 
Wells, Jenny & Daniel Page & Kelvin Britton from Reading. TC ringers Tim, 
Paul, Duncan, Rob & Sue were able to join us too - sadly Jane Le C was 
under the weather on the day:-( but we were a merry band of happy 
ringers with a good range of skills determined to have fun & enjoy the day. 
 




